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IS CHRISTIANITY TRUE BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT?

Lesson #10: The Truth That God Has Come (Jesus Christ): His Deity
Introduction:

If the New Testament is a historically reliable record of the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, then what does that record show as to who Jesus of Nazareth was?  What claims did he make for himself?  What claims did his followers make regarding him?  Is there any evidence confirming these claims?  
We have seen that the eyewitnesses of Jesus life passed down contemporary accounts of Christ’s words and deeds.  These words of Jesus were not only memorized but were written down by qualified witnesses (Luke 1:1-3).  The writers clearly distinguished between their words and the words of Jesus (Acts 20:28; 1 Cor 7:10,12; 11:24,25).  Thus, we can sort out Jesus’ specific statements and teachings from those of his followers.  It is not necessary to assume that the NT always gives us a word for word record of Jesus’ teachings—only that the essence of his teaching is recorded.  We will look first at Jesus’ claims and then those of his followers. 

I. The Claim by Jesus to be Divine. 

A. Jesus claimed to be the Jehovah (Yahweh) of the Hebrew Scriptures.
Jesus’ most direct claim to be Jehovah occurs when He identifies himself as the “I Am” who existed before Abraham (John 8:58).  This is the unique name of Jehovah in the OT (Ex. 3:14).  Such a self ascription was either blasphemy or an indication of Deity.  A closely related passage is John 10:30 which records Jesus as claiming oneness with the Father (lit., “I and the Father, we are one being”). Though the Jews took these statements as blasphemy (John 8:58; 10:31-33), Jesus clearly intended otherwise.  He repeats the same claim in Mark 14:62 and John 18:5,6.  
In addition, Jesus laid claim to Jehovah’s prerogatives. He claimed to be: 

1. The “good shepherd” (John 10:11; cf. Ps 23:1)

2. The judge of all men and nations (John 5:27f; Matt 25:31f; cf. Joel 3:12)

3. The light of the world (John 8:12; cf. Isa 60:19; Ps 27:1).

4. The coming “bridegroom” (Matt 25:1; cf. Isa 62:5; Hos 2:16)

5. The “first and the last” (Rev 1:17; cf. Isa 42:8)

All of these functions and identities are ascribed to Jehovah in the OT.

B. Jesus claimed to be equal with God.
Jesus claimed:

1.  The power of forgiving sin which the Jews regarded as the sole prerogative of God (Mark 2:5-11).
2.  The power to raise and judge the dead (John 5:25,29), but according to the OT, God alone has this power (giving life: 1 Sam 2:6; Deut 32:39; Ps 2:7;  judging the dead: Joel 3:12; Deut 32:35). 

3.  The “honor” of God for himself  (John 5:23 “that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father;”  John 14:1 “Trust in God; trust also in me”).

4. To be Son to the Father in some unique sense that implied equality with God (John 5:17,18, “My Father works and I too am working ... the Jews tried all the harder to kill him ... he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God”)
C. Jesus claimed to be the Divine Messiah (Messiah-God).

He applied to himself Ps 110:1, which speaks of a Divine Son (Lord—Adonai).  Similarly he applied to himself Dan 7:13 (“Son of Man”) which speaks of a divine being in a human form (Mark 14:61-64). 

D. Jesus accepted worship due only to God.

On 9 occasions, Jesus accepted worship from fellow human beings, a thing forbidden in the OT of anyone but God: 

1. Matt 8:2—man with leprosy came and knelt before him.
2. Matt 9:18—ruler whose daughter died came and knelt before him.

3. Matt 14:33—those who were in the boat worshipped him, saying, “truly you are the Son of God.” 

4. Matt 15:25—The Canaanite woman came and knelt before him, addressing him as Lord.

5. Matt 20:20—the mother of Zebedee’s sons knelt down before him. 

6. Matt 28:17—when the 11 went to the mountain in Galilee and saw him there, “they worshipped him.”

7. Mark 5:6—the demoniac fell on his knees before him and addressed him as the “Son of the Most High God”

8. John 9:38—the blind man whose sight was restored, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 
9. John 20:28—Thomas said to him “My Lord and my God.” 

E. Jesus commanded with the authority of God.

1. Jesus placed his words on a par with God’s such that he can reject human tradition with authority (Matt 5:21,22—“you have heard that it was said --- but I tell you ...” 

2. He claims divine authority over men (Matt 28:18,19—“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore, go ...” )

3. He claimed authority to add a “new commandment” to the OT commands of God (John 13:34—“A new command I give you: Love one another...”)
4. He placed his own words in the Sermon on the Mount on the same level as the OT Law of God (Matt 24:35—“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away;” cf. Matt 5:18).

5. He suspends the ultimate fate of men on how they respond to his words (John 12:48—“The very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day”).  Jesus’ words were equal in authority with God’s.  

F. Jesus ordered that men pray in his name.

There are several instances of this request: John 14:13,14;  15:7;  14:6.  Not only is Jesus elevated alongside God by praying in his name [to see this, try inserting another human’s name in the place of Christ’s] but the early Christians also prayed to Christ (Acts 7:59).  There was no doubt that Jesus’ name could be invoked both before God and as God’s in prayer. 

G. The alleged disconfirmatory evidence fails to disconfirm.

Jesus’ alleged confession of inferiority to the Father (John 14:28—“The Father is greater than I”) is not a claim of subordination of nature but only of office or function (cf. his claim of essential deity with the Father (John 5:18; 10:30).  His ignorances  (time of return, whether the fig tree had fruit, etc.) are true of him only as man but not as God (He is the God-man).  His alleged denial of his goodness before God (Mark 10:18—“Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone”) is not really a denial; it is rhetorical to make the point that if he is good, then he is God.  His cry of dereliction on the cross in which he addresses God (Mark 15:34) does not imply that he is not God, for there are other instances of God addressing God in both testaments (Ps 110:1; Zech 1:12; Ex 3:2f; Judges 13:15f).  
II. The Claim by the Disciples of Jesus that He was God.
These are monotheistic Jews for whom polytheistic conceptions were blasphemy and a violation of the Shema repeated every Sabbath in the synagogue.  And yet these same Jews viewed Jesus as God.  Why would they make this claim?  Why would they die for it? Let us see what they had to say about Jesus: 
A. They ascribed to Jesus the names of deity
Jesus was called: 

1. “The first and the last” (Rev 1:17; 2:8; 22:13), a title of Jehovah in the OT (Isa 41:4; 44:6; 48:12).

2. “Rock” (1 Cor 10:4; 1 Pet 2:6-8; cf. Ps 18:2; 95:1)

3. “Bridegroom” (Eph 5:28-33; Rev 21:2; cf. Hos 2:16; Isa 64:5)

4. “The true light” (John 1:9; cf. Ps 27:1)

5. “The chief shepherd” (1 Pet 5:4; Heb 13:20; cf. Ps 23:1)

6.  Forgiver of sins (Acts 5:31; Col 3:13; cf. Jer 31:34; Ps 130:4)

7. “Redeemer” (Tit 2:13; Rev 5:9; cf. Hos 13:14; Ps 130:7)

8. “Savior” (John 4:42; cf. Isa 43:3)

9. “Lord of glory” (1 Cor 2:8; cf. Isa 42:8)

10. “Judge” of mankind (2 Tim 4:1)
B. They considered Jesus to be the Divine Messiah.

The Hebrew Scriptures (the OT) give rather full evidence that the Messiah was to be God himself and these Scriptures are applied to Jesus by his disciples:

1. Jehovah himself was to be the Messiah Zech 14:9; Isa 63:9; Ps 118:22, and  Ps 110:1 which is cited in Acts 2:34,35.

2. A divine Messiah (Isa 40:9; 9:6; 7:14) is cited in Matt 1:23 as “Emmanuel,” God with us.
3. “When they look upon me (Jehovah) whom they have pierced” (Zech 12:10) is applied to Jesus in John 19:37 and Rev 1:7.
4. Isaiah’s “To me every knee shall bow and every tongue confess...” (Isa 45:22,23) which refers to Jehovah is applied by Paul to Jesus (Phil 2:11).  It is Jesus-Jehovah before whom one day all will bow.  

C. They attributed to Jesus Divine Powers possessed only by God.

The disciples report that: 

1. Jesus raised the dead (John 5 and 11; cf. 1 Sam 2:6; Deut 32:39)

2. He created all things (John 1:2; Col 1:16; cf. Isa 4:9; 10:16)

3. He forgave sins (Acts 5:31: 13:38; cf. Mark 2:7; Jer 31:34)
D. They associated Jesus’ name with God.

1. They prayed in Jesus’ name (1 Cor 5:4)

2. They prayed directly to Jesus (Acts 7:59)

3. They placed Jesus’ name alongside god in benedictions or prayers (Gal 1:3; Eph 1:2; 2 Cor 13:14)

4. They included Jesus in the baptismal trinitarian formula (Matt 28:19)

E. They directly attributed Deity to Jesus

1. Thomas confessed Jesus’ deity (John 20:28)

2. Paul confessed his deity (Rom 9:5; Phil 2:5,8; Col 1:15; 2:9; Tit 2:13)

3. The author of Hebrews ascribed deity to Jesus (Heb 1:3; 1:8)

4. John in the prologue to his Gospel ascribed deity to Jesus (John 1:1-3).

F. They considered Jesus to be the Creator of the Universe.

In the OT, God alone is the Creator of the universe (Gen 1; Isa 40; Ps 8).  But in the NT, the disciples ascribe this function also to Jesus (John 1:3; Col 1:16,17).  Jesus is the Creator of all things—everything that belongs to the category of “being” or “made” (John 1:3) and everything visible and invisible.  This would include even angels.  Thus, the Arian (Jehovah’s Witnesses, etc.) misinterpretations of phrases like “firstborn” (Col 1:15) or “beginning” of creation (Rev 3:14) are incorrect.  “Firstborn” means unique (not created).  Christ is first over creation, not first in it.  Likewise, Christ is subordinate to God the Father (1 Cor 15:28) as his “head” (1 Cor 11:3) not in nature but in office or function as Son. 
G. They considered Angels (and demons) as obligated to worship Jesus.

Jesus is exalted above angelic orders (Eph 1:21); demons are subject to him (Matt 8:32); and angels are to worship him (Heb 1:5,6; cf. Rev 22:8,9).  

III. Evidence Confirming the Claim
It is one thing to claim deity and quite another to have the evidence to back the claim as true.  However, there are 3 unique and miraculous facts which support Jesus and his followers’ claims: the fulfillment of prophecy, a uniquely miraculous life, and the resurrection from the dead.  All of these are historically provable and show Jesus to be what he claimed—God incarnate. 
A. His Fulfillment of Prophecy

Jesus’ career fulfills, among others, the following OT predictions regarding the Messiah: 

1. that he would be born of a woman (Gen 3:15; cf. Gal 4:4)

2. that he would be born of a virgin (Isa 7:14; cf. Matt 1:21f)

3. that he would be of the seed of Abraham (Gen 12:1-3; 22:18; cf. Matt 1:1; Gal 3:16)

4. that he would be of the tribe of Judah (Gen 49:10; cf. Lk 3:23,33; Heb 7:14)
5. that he would be of the House of David (2 Sam 7:12f ; cf. Matt 1:1)

6. that his birthplace would be Bethlehem (Mic 5:2; cf. Matt 2:1; Luke 2:4-7

7. that he would be anointed by the Holy Spirit (Isa 11:2; cf. Matt 3:16,17)

8. that he would be heralded by a messenger of the Lord (Isa 40:3; Mal 3:1; cf. Matt 3:1,2)

9. that he would have a ministry of miracles (Isa 35:5,6; cf. Matt 9:35)

10. that he would cleanse the temple (Mal 3:1; cf. Matt 21:12)

11. that he would be rejected by his own people (Ps 118:22; Isa 53:3; cf. 1 Pet 2:7; John 1:10,11; 7:5,48)

12. that he would die a humiliating death (Ps 22; Isa 53; cfr. Matt 27)

13. that he would be silent before his accusers (Isa 53:7; cf. Matt 27:12-19)

14. that he would be mocked (Ps 22:7,8; cf. Matt 27:31)

15. that he would be pierced, hands and feet (Ps 22:16; cf. Luke 23:33)

16. that he would be crucified with thieves (Isa 53:12; cf. Matt 17:38)

17. that he would pray for his persecutors (Isa 53:12; cf. Luke 23:34)

18. that he would have his side pierced (Zech 12:10; cf. John 19:34)

19. that he would be buried in a rich man’s tomb (Isa 53:9; cf. Matt 27:57-60)
20. that he would have his clothes divided up by lot (Ps 22:18; cf. John 19:23,24)

21. that he would rise from the dead (Ps 2:7; 16:10; cf. Acts 2:31; Mark 16:6)

22. that he would ascend intno heaven (Ps 68:18; cf. Acts 1:9f)

23. that he would sit at God’s right hand (Ps 110:1; cf. Heb 1:3)

Jesus’ fulfillment of these prophecies were not cleverly contrived on his part—many of the fulfillments he had no control over as, for example, the when, where, how and from what tribe or dynasty he would be born; John’s heralding of him; his accusers’ reactions to him; the soldiers’ treatment of his garments, the piercing of his side with a spear, etc.  Moreover, such behavior would be inconsistent with what is known of his character, and his disciples’ testimony to his purity.  Nor could these prophecies have been fulfilled “accidentally” for the mathematical odds against such an occurrence are staggering. The chances for accidental fulfillment in only 16 prophecies are 1 in 10 to the 45th power; for 48 prophetic fulfillments the chances are 1 in 10 to the 157th power.   

B. His Miraculous Life

Jesus’ life was marked by miracle, usually in proof of who he was.  Among the extensive miracles he performed, the following may be cited: 

1. His virginal conception (Matt 1:21f; Luke 2:26f)

2. Turning water into wine (John 2:7)

3. Walking on water (Matt 14:25)

4. Multiplying of bread (John 6:11f)

5. Healing the blind (John 9:7f)

6. Healing the lame (Mark 2:3)

7. Casting out demons (Mark 3:11f)

8. Healing the crowds of all kinds of sicknesses (Matt 9:35)

9. Raising the dead on several occasions (John 11:4ff)

He claimed miracles as evidence of his identity (Matt 11:4,5—“Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, and the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor”).  The outpouring of messianic miracles, coupled with his claims to deity, is clear evidence of the truthfulness of his claims.  Not only does he meet the tests of a true prophet, but his miracles further support his claims to deity. 
