The Age of Catholic Christianity

Clement of Alexandria

Polycarp Irenaeus

tgnatius | Justin o Tertullian -

i
i

|

. . Py

i
| Marcion . Muratorian Canon Decius i Constantine
| o

i

Montanus Diocletian

- Gnosticism Crisis

New Testament used New Testament used New Testament used

Different parts of our New 51z New Testament fixed for
Testasnent were wiitien by in the church at Rome by Origen by Eusebius the West hy the
this Bme, but not collected {the “Muratorian Canon”) : Council of Carthage
and defined as “Scripture.” : . ‘- : .
Easly Chyistian writers (for i Four Gospels : Four Gospels - : Four Gospels ¢ Four Gospels
example Polycarp and i Acts P Acts PAds . i Acts
ignatius) quote from the ! Paul's letters: i Paul's letters:  Paul's letters: i Pauls letters:
Gospels and Paul’s letters, : . Romans :  Romans -1 - Romans :  Romans
as well as from other 1 & 2 Corinthians 1 & 2 Corinthians 1 & 2 Corinthians 1 & 2 Corinthians
Chyistian writing and oral Galatians Galatians . Galatians Galatians
sources. Ephesians Ephesians Ephesians Ephesians
, Philippians s Phillippians Philippians Philippians f
. _Colossians Colossians Colossiaris Colossians |
;:;ﬂ ; i;?%sﬁ‘;’ ecg';,;"o:t cted 1 & 2 Thessalonians 1 & 2 Thessalonians 1 & 2 Thessalonians 1 & 2 Thessalonians
sietihew, Mark, and Luke :l'" t?: 2 Timothy :_ t& 2 Timothy :_ g 2 Timothy 1 & 2 Timothy
. ' - ftus ftus Ttus Titus

wf;g ought together Philernon i Philemon Philemon i Pphilemon
by 330. i 1 Peler i Hebrews

i James . i 1lohn i 1 Peter i James

- i 1 John . i 1 &2 Peter

i 4 &2John ¢ Revelation of John i 11,2, &3 John

! Jude ‘ i Revelation of John 1 Jude

i Revelation of John : Disputed ¢ (authorship in doubt) ; Revelation of John

" i Revelation of Peter i Hebrews N )

i “Wisdom of Solomon : James " Disputed but well known ¢ To be excluded

. o - i-2Peter i James ¢ The Shepherd of Hermas

i To be used in private, but nat i 2 & 3 John 1 2 Peter i Letter of Barnabus

i public, worship ! Jude S .. i 2&3John ! Gospel of the Hebrews

¢ The Shepherd of Hermas .1 The Shepherd of Hermas i Jude ¢ Revelation of Peter

) : } Letter of Barnabus : : Acts of Peter

i Teaching of Twelve Apostles : Didache
* Gospel of the Hebrews i







Defense of the Faith

Apologists Polemicists
Converted from paganism Raised in Christian cuiture
Faced external persecution Faced internal heretical foes
Used the Old Testament primarily Used the New Testament primarily
Defended or explained Christianity Attacked the heretical ideas
Apologetic or dialogical literary forms Poiemical literature
-— To Heads of State — External Attack
—— Answer false charges 7 ' . ' Pagan
Athenagoraé intellectuals
: QOrigen:
Against Celsus -
L Good qualities of
Christians demand
tolerance
— To Jews ‘— Internal Attack
Justin Martyr: Heretics inside
Dialogue With Trypho the church
Irenaeus:
Against Heresies

—— Against Pagan Intellectuals

— Refutation of
pagan idolatry
and immorality -

L— Christianity
is superior,
e.g., prophecy




The Church Fathers

West

- East

First Century (95—ca. 150)
Apostolic Fathers—To Edify—Typological Interpretation

Clement of Rome

Edification

Ignatius

Polycarp

Pseudo-Barnabas

The Epistle to Diognetus

The Second Epistle of Clement
Papias

Shepherd of Hermas (apocalyptic)
Didache (catechetical manual)

Second Century (120-220) Apologists—To Defend Christianity
T

Tertullian

Explanation

Aristides
Justin Martyr
Tatian
Athenagoras
Theophilus

Third Century (180-250) Polemicists—To Fight False Doctrine

Practical {polity)

Irenaeus vs. Gnostics

Tertullian—founder of Western theology,
“Trinity,” vs. Praxeas

Cyprian on Episcopacy and primacy of
honor of Roman bishop

Refutation

Alexandrian School Antiochene School
(Allegorical and
speculative)

Pantaenus

Clement

Origin— Hexapla
(text of Old Testament)
De Principiis (first *
systematic theology)
used allegorical
method of
interpretation

Fourth Century (325-460) Golden Age of Scientific Bible Study
f

Jerome—translator of Bible

Ambrose-—preacher

Augustine—philosophy of history in
City of God; theologian

Exposition

(Grammatico-historical)

Chrysostom-——preacher
(Christian conduct)
Theodore (use of context)

Athanasius
Basil of Caesarea




Heresies and Schisms in the Second Century

Heresies and Schisms in the Second Century
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