LESSON #12 -

TRIUMPHS AND DEFEATS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Medieval Church #3, Charlemagne and Christendom
Introduction
Charles Martel, the Hammer, came to power in France in 714 A.D. and exercised all the powers of a king. By him the Muslim advance in western Europe was permanently stifled by the battle of Tours in 732 A.D.  His grandson Charles (768-814), who came to be known as Charlemagne (“Charles the Great”), succeeded to the throne of France in 768.  Inspired by Augustine’s City of God, he sought to establish a Franco-Roman empire.  By 800 he was viewed in the West as the true successor to the Roman emperor.  With his leadership, the Franks snatched western Europe from decline and brought a brief cultural revival, the Carolingian Renaissance (Ferguson). This did not last however.  The ninth century brought decline and disintegration, though some theological debates of significance occurred. 
I. Charlemagne’s Campaign of Conquest and Missions

A. In 771 Charlemagne began a series of campaigns against the Saxons, Lombards, Bavarians, Huns, Danes, Slavs and Greeks. 

B. He extended his rule far beyond the limits of his father Pippin III’s kingdom. His efforts were marked by great courage, indomitable energy, and military skill. 
C. He saw missions as part of his military policy but it was missions of a coercive nature. He was often brutal in carrying out the “conversion” process. 

1. Failure to baptize one’s child was a sign of paganism. 

2. Saxon infants under 1 year old must be baptized or their parents be subject to death.

3. Charlemagne was said to “preach with the iron tongue”

4. The Jews generally were allowed to live peacefully and prosperously. Charlemagne and his successors protected them  

5. Charlemagne encouraged missionaries to Christianize the Avars (Huns) who had settled in the Danube basin. 
D. Charlemagne founded an empire in Europe that was excelled in former times only by that of Rome. 

II. Church Organization and Practices

A. Charlemagne saw himself as a king with divine anointing—a new David or Josiah. Like those OT kings he supervised the religious life as well as the secular life of his dominions.
B. Alcuin, his chief advisor, addressed him as “David” at court.  The priestly and kingly powers were intertwined. He seems to have understood Augustine’s City of God, which he had read to him every night, as teaching that the state is to subject the world to the church.  
C. Decrees affecting the church were now seen as requirements issued by the ruler. Bishops and abbots became vassals of the king and their offices as gifts bestowed by the ruler. 

D. Eight new dioceses were formed during Charlemagne’s reign; annual synods of bishops under their archbishop were held.

E. Church dioceses and provinces were determined by agreement between the secular power and the pope; bishops were named by the king. A network of local parishes was formed

F. A copy of the canon law and the Roman liturgy and chant was received from Rome. Baptism was a “christening” (i.e., making one a Christian) which included giving one a “Christian” name under the sponsorship of godparents. 

G. In the 8th c. baptism was by triple immersion of the newborn; affusion (pouring) for sick-bed baptisms was permitted but eventually became the general practice. 
III. Schools and Intellectual Renewal

A. Charlemagne provided some measure of political stability and security after the barbarian invasions. He directed that every monastery and diocese conduct a school.  Intellectual life began to revive. 
B. He became a patron of letters.  He surrounded himself with capable men, scholars from Spain, Italy, and especially Britain. 

C. He was especially motivated to have pastors and people who could understand the Scriptures. He believed that right knowledge was a prerequisite to right acting. 

D. He encouraged scholars to labor on providing his kingdom with a reliable text of the Vulgate Bible.  It was at this time that the minuscle script appeared.  Glosses to manuscripts of the Psalter provided prototypes for 12th c. commentaries (glosses) for the Bible as a whole. Collections of sermons from the Church Fathers were produced.  Many “lives of saints” were composed.

E. Charlemagne founded schools.  Alcuin made the court of Charlemagne at Aachen a center of learning.  Alcuin later headed a monastic school at Tours.  He had previously been master of the school in York which, in turn, had its beginnings with Bede. Alcuin also wrote the first known catechism for children. Charlemagne caused a grammar of the German language to be written, and ordered that a collection of the old Teutonic war songs be made (e.g., the Heliand—“the Healing One,” which synthesizes Christianity with Saxon warrior society). 
F.  The teacher became a revered figure; books were viewed with awe since they were written in Latin and represented cultural antiquity and the language of redemption.  

G. Instruction followed the curriculum of classical antiquity—(1) the Trivium (grammar, rhetoric, dialectic) and (2) the Quadrivium (astronomy, music, arithmetic, geometry). The emphasis on dialectics paved the way for the later scholasticism. 

H. Basic requirements of priests were to know the creeds, the Lord’s Prayer, the Mass, the prayers and lectionary, church music, and the homilies of the Fathers. 
I. Literature of previous centuries studied were commentaries on the Bible, theological treatises, saints’lives, historical works, treatments of the liberal arts, calendars, encyclopedias and compendia, and collections of laws. 
J. Charlemagne called to his aid the ablest of the divines, poets and scholars of his age.  He was in general a man of keen intellect and ardent piety.  And yet with all his virtues he was not free from grave faults.  These were the result of his surroundings and inheritance. 
IV. Theological Development
A. The theological controversies of the age were related to the nature of Jesus Christ and the church.  These debates were argued on the basis of the correct interpretation of church tradition. 
B. Some church leaders in Spain were condemned for teaching that the Son of God by nature adopted the son in his humanity.  Alcuin, Charlemagne’s theologian, charged that it was more exact doctrinally to speak of the divine Christ assuming human nature rather than adopting a son. The view of the Spanish teachers was condemned at the council of Frankfurt in 794 called by Charlemagne and by Pope Leo III in 798. 

C. The filioque clause was added to the Gallic liturgy under Charlemagne.
D. In response to the Iconoclastic Controversy, Charlemagne commissioned a theologian to produce “the Books of Charlemagne” (Libri Carolini) that stated a fairly common Western view on religious art—it is suitable for instruction and decoration, but not for worship. 

E. Later theological development brought controversy over the Lord’s Supper and Predestination. 

1. Debate of Radbertus (d. ca. 860) and Ratramnus (d. ca. 868) on the Lord’s Supper.
a. Radbertus at Corbie argued that the elements of the Supper become nothing less than the flesh and blood of Christ under the figure of bread and wine regardless of the faith of the recipients. 

b. Ratramnus, another monk at Corbie, was commissioned to reply.  He opposed the realistic interpretation of the bread and wine, saying that the body and blood of Christ are present in a figure, not literally.  The spiritual presence of the body of Christ is a mystery, available only to faith. 
The weight of opinion was at this time evidently against Radbertus and in favor or Ratramnus, but the question was left open.

2. Gottschalk and Predestination 

a. Gottschalk (ca. 804-ca. 869) was a student of Augustine’s writings.  He became an enthusiastic adherent of Augustine’s views and observed that the theologians of his day were far removed from the standpoint of the father whom they professed to follow.  

b. He therefore flung the charge of Semi-Pelagianism at them.  He maintained that, “God according to an unconditional decree out of his own free grace chooses some to whom he imparts the grace necessary for their conversion and leaves the rest to suffer the penalty of the law according to merit.”  
c. He drew a distinction between the predestination of the elect to eternal life and the predestination of the non-elect to punishment. Both predestinations, however, he taught to be in themselves good. 

d. Rabanus Maurus (c. 780-856) represented Gottschalk as teaching that the elect are sure of salvation, whatever their conduct, and that the non-elect could have no opportunity.

e. Gottschalk was tried and excommunicated as a heretic.  He was scourged and imprisoned.  He died in imprisonment still holding to his views. 

f. Others came to his support but the issue remained unresolved. 

V. Church and State

Charlemagne encouraged and strengthened the relationship between the papacy and state power. He strongly desired the imperial title.  But he had to deal with a pope with problems of his own. 
A. The pope was under suspicion of adultery, 

B. He did not allow himself to be judged by any, and wanted his enemies banished for treason. 

C. Charlemagne, in exchange for his accepting the pope’s oath of his innocence without a trial, understood that he would receive the crown.
D. The crowning of the king by the pope was then interpreted as the gift of the pope, an eventuation which displeased Charlemagne since it implied that the pope could make and unmake emperors.  This debate whether the emperor has a supervisory role over the church or that the pope can make emperors continued in subsequent centuries. 

E. On Christmas in 800, Pope Leo III (795-816) crowned Charlemagne Emperor of the Romans and declared him “King of the Franks and Patrician of the Romans.”  This was the beginning of the Holy Roman Empire. Charlemagne died in 814. 

VI. Decline and Renewal in the West

Charlemagne’s great power was personal.  Almost immediately after his death, decline of his empire set in.  His son and grandsons were unequal to the task of maintaining his empire.  The latter fell to quarreling with each other and proved themselves utterly inadequate for unity or defense. 

A. Foreign Invasions

1. Scandinavian Normans—rivers and towns in France plundered and burned
2. Saracen Raids in Italy—St. Peter’s in Rome plundered

3. Hungarian Raids—brought devastation to Germany and Italy.

B. The Lack of Strong Central Government
1. Without national unity or defense, feudalism took over very rapidly. Instead of a strong central government, there developed many local seats of authority which were jealous of one another and engaged in constant struggle. 
2. Churches and monasteries became largely the prey of local nobles. This continued to dominate Europe until the 13th c. 

C. Barbarism


With the exception, perhaps, of England, a renewed barbarism by 900 A.D. had largely extinguished the light which had shone brightly a century before. The tenth century has been called by one historian, “a dark century of lead and iron.” 
D. The Decline of the Papacy


1. The decline was gradual, not as rapid as was the case with the Carolingians. 

2. Pope John VIII’s appeal for help against the threat of Muslim invasion was ignored. He was murdered in his own palace.  When an aide saw he was slow in dying, he broke the pope skull with a mallet. 
3. Pope then succeeded pope in rapid succession. Popes were strangled, or died of starvation in the dungeons where they had been by their successors. At times there were two, or even three popes each claiming to be the legitimate successor of Peter. 

E. Renewal

In the face of such disgusting behavior by both kings and popes, there arose a reforming spirit. There were many, first of all, who took their faith seriously, many of whom came from a monastic background:

1. Monastic reform
a. The general decline of morals affected the monastic system also. The wealth of monasteries attracted the covetous. Headships were sought by laymen for the material gain attached to them. 
b. The monasteries were turned practically into feudal castles—wives, hounds for the chase, and other world accompaniments were brought within. 

c. A series of reformers culminating in Berno and Odo of Cluny, led to a monastic revival. 

d. The plan followed by the monastery of Cluny became a model for a system of monasteries which held an annual meeting for the purpose of legislating uniformly for the whole circle of which it consisted. The monastery was exempt from episcopal oversight and was placed under the “outside” supervision of Rome (the pope). This freed them from the control of the local bishop and nobles. 
e. Its influence in France was great and wholesome; morals were perceptibly improved by it. It practiced the “Peace of God” which pronounced an anathema on anyone attacking the church, taking anything from it, seizing animals from the poor, robbing or seizing an unarmed cleric.  Similar protections were extended to widows, unaccompanied women, pilgrims, and merchants.  The “Truce of God” protected all classes from Wednesday evening to Monday from private warfare.  Cluny’s example was followed by the monks of other monasteries. The abbots and priors were freely elected from within. 
2. Papal reform

Hildebrand acceded to the papal throne as Gregory VII (1073-85). He brought to its highest point the wave of reformation already set in motion more than 25 years before. 
a. He attacked what he saw as abuses in the church: (1) marriage of the clergy; (2) simony; (3) investiture by secular princes. 

b. He held the spiritual world was above the temporal.  It was not only independent of its control, but rather should dominate the temporal. The goal should be a theocracy with the pope as the visible representative of God. The church should have supremacy over the state. 
3. Papacy and the Empire in Conflict
a. Emperor Henry IV could not but feel that Gregory’s declarations were aimed at his own power. His protestations were met with the threat that unless he heeded the voice of the Church he would be excommunicated.

b. Henry responded by summoning a synod of German bishops at Worms and pronouncing the pope deposed. 

c. Pope Gregory then absolved all of Henry’s subjects from their oath of allegiance to him and the subordinate princes of the empire resolved that unless within a year he should have the anathema removed, the imperial throne would be declared forfeited. 

d. Under dire duress, Henry appeared before the pope as a penitent at Canossa in January, 1077.  He was made to plead for forgiveness for 3 days in the snows of winter before he was granted absolution.

e. Henry’s humiliation appeared to be for naught, for the German princes had in the meantime elected Rudolph of Swabia to the imperial throne. 

f. An enraged Henry now accepted the alliance of the Lombards, and while Gregory remained neutral, conquered the rebels.

g. Being again anathematized, Henry set up an anti-pope (Clement III) and was crowned by him in 1084.  

h. Gregory, without conceding for a moment that he was thwarted, withdrew to Salerno, where he died the following year in 1085. 

i. The successors of Gregory could do no more than insist on the principles he had laid down so the struggle between Church and state continued into the twelfth century.  
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