LESSON #9 - 

TRIUMPHS AND DEFEATS IN CHURCH HISTORY
Imperial Church #5: The End of an Era

The Church, Missions, and Barbarians
Introduction

Constantine for all practical purposes had brought about a union of church and state.  Under his and succeeding regimes the church became increasingly secularized.  Imperial control made the Eastern Church a department of the state. The influx to the church of large numbers of uninstructed pagans, no more than nominal Christians, made church discipline difficult to maintain and led to the paganization of the faith.  This was especially true for the large number of barbarians who had only been partially converted from paganism.  This can be seen in the church’s worship and rapid spread of Christianity throughout the Empire—and beyond to the so-called “barbarians.”  
I. Church Worship
1. The Lord’s Supper (Eucharist)

The Lord’s Supper became exalted to the point that the idea of it was more and more understood as a sacrifice.  The Old Testament sacrifices are interpreted as typifying (foreshadowing) the great sacrifice of Christ.  But now the Lord’s Supper itself is interpreted as a repetition of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. A change in the nature of the elements of the Supper is entertained though varied interpretations of its efficacy still prevailed; e.g., some thought it a means of protection and salvation from all dangers and evils, and others thought it a benefit to the souls of departed believers when offered as a sacrifice in their behalf.
2. Sunday


By Constantine’s making it a holiday of the civil service led to its being seen as a Christian holy day.  It begins to take the place of the OT Sabbath without any official church action or specific transition. 

3. Easter


This festival became the first and most important of the church observances though its exact date of observance was still disputed; but the Western church’s calculation was approved by the Council of Nicea and came to prevail in the West. Observance was preceded by a season of fasting—how long varied.  Some churches required 40 days (6 weeks); others extended this to 8 weeks; and still others shortened the period by omitting Sundays, or Saturdays and Sundays.  Easter week (the week before Easter) was observed with a minute attention to its significance as commemorative of Christ’s suffering.  
4. Epiphany and Christmas


Commemoration of Christ’s appearance on earth was celebrated independently in different ways by the Eastern and Western churches.  The Eastern practice, probably the older, celebrated the manifestations of the divine presence in the baptism of Christ.  This was observed on the 6th of January.  The Western church focused on the birth of Christ as the time of celebration.  This developed into Christmas.  The probable birthday of Christ was set as December 25th. These 2 days came to be met with acceptance by both Eastern and Western branches of the church. 
5. Worship of Saints and Martyrs


Veneration for the Apostles and others whose lives were commended in the Scriptures now gave way to adoration.  Martyrs were now introduced into this circle and prayers began to be addressed to them and other saints.  The church began with simply offering prayers for saints and martyrs but this soon became an offering of prayers to martyrs and saints for intercession in behalf of those who offered these prayers.  Being in a near relation to Christ, certainly they would be capable of securing a hearing by Christ.  Graves of martyrs also came to be seen as especially sacred—often they were chosen as suitable sites for church buildings.
6. The Virgin Mary


Mary, as the mother of Jesus, received the same sanctity as the saints.  The prevailing ascetic idea that marriage was a less holy state of life than celibacy or virginity, gave rise to the notion that Mary, post-partem, remained a virgin!  The Biblical references to “brothers of the Lord” were taken to mean either they were “cousins” (Epiphanius), or “sons of Joseph” before his marriage to Mary (Jerome). Respect for Mary was enhanced beyond veneration paid to the saints.  She was the “mother of God.”  Churches began to be dedicated to her in addition to the honors accorded to her in common with the other saints and martyrs. 
7. Angel Worship


Angels began slowly to be included in the circle of those to be honored.  But this developed more slowly and met with more opposition than that of worship of saints. 
8. Image Worship


The honor accorded to the saints led to the setting up of their images in the churches.  Initially this was to keep fresh in their memories the sacrificial lives of fellow believers.  But respect was soon transmuted into worship—especially when it was reported that miraculous healings were effected through them.  Already at the beginning of the 5th c. Augustine condemned this practice as a superstitious custom.  Use of pictures on church walls was vigorously opposed by the ablest of the church leaders but to no avail.  Love of art brought into the church by the pagans was so strong that in spite of outbursts of opposition, it became the universal custom to adorn churches with pictures of saints, apostles, martyrs, and even of Christ himself (Zenos).  
9. Church Buildings


The basilica was the common type of church building after the days of Constantine (a copying of imperial palaces).  The schema was of a rectangular building with a semi-circular apse at the end opposite the entrance. This rectangle was then divided into naves by parallel rows of columns running from the entrance to the apse.  The rectangle nearest the apse was often transected by a transept thus forming a cross.  These buildings were often stately, elaborate and expensive.
10. Discipline

The discipline of the church was maintained by both baptism and by legislation.  The latter was intended to preserve church members from falling into a condition of unfitness and to purge the church of any who proved by lifestyle they were unworthy. 

11. Baptism


Baptism was preceded by a time of preparation (the catechumenate) varying in length according to the circumstances, the age and information of the candidate. Baptism was believed to have a special power in washing away sin.  Thus, as previously noted, many postponed their baptism (Constantine) until the approach of death in order to pass into the future life as nearly sinless as possible. The Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed came to be used as baptismal confessions of faith and the ceremony was made more elaborate and formal in some minuter details.  Certain seasons of the year were set apart as more desirable times to administer the rite (Easter and Epiphany in the East.  In the West, Pentecost, called Whit or White Sunday, from the white robes worn by the candidates).
12. Law


Church law was enlarged by the incorporation of the canons of the ecumenical councils and some imperial edicts, together with the deliverances of some of the provincial councils (Zenos).  Such legislation had to do primarily with the outward life.  Spiritual and moral sin was treated in a penitential system.  Church members were told it was far better of them to confess sins of this sort and endure the penalty than enter into the presence of God with unforgiven sin.  Penalties for either open or secret sin, varied from fasting for a period to excommunication.  The regulations governing the application of penalty grew into the penitential system more fully elaborated in the medieval church (Zenos). 
III. Evangelization in the West

A. The Spread of the “Barbarians”

The Roman Empire was constantly faced with pressure from the Germanic tribes. There were the Alemans on the north and Franks on the south of the Rhine, with Goths in southern Russia.  Behind the Goths were the pressing Mongol tribes.
1. Goths secure permission to move into the empire. 

2. Arian Visigoths (West Goths) battled Romans under emperor Valens, defeated him, leading to large scale migrations across the Danube. 

3. These sacked Rome in 410 A.D. and founded a kingdom in Spain ca. 426 A.D.

4. Arian Vandals from east of the Rhine followed, finally settling in North Africa.

5. Arian Ostrogoths (East Goths) followed later, assuming the leadership of the bankrupt Roman Empire. 

6. Arian Lombards and Burgundians and pagan Franks, in the 5th c., crossed the Rhine and settled in what is now France.

7. The Anglo-Saxons settled in England.

8. The Mongol Huns, in the 5th c., under the leadership of Attila, invaded Europe and were finally driven back at the battle of Chalons in 451 A.D.

9. New threats to the Roman Empire came from the Muslims and the Arian Lombards in the 6th c. 

B. The Evangelization of the Barbarians
The development of the civilization that Western Europe was to realize was not so much the result of the infusion of fresh vigorous barbarians into the Roman Empire as it was the mass conversions of these peoples to Christianity. 
1. Goths
a. Arian missionaries from Constantinople under Arian Emperor Constantius crossed the Danube and began a mission among the Goths. 

b. Among these was Ulfilas (310-383 A.D.) who developed a Gothic alphabet and translated the Bible into Gothic. He left the books of Kings untranslated because the Goths were so warlike. 
c. Goths serving in the Roman Imperial Guard were converted to Arianism, took this belief home with them, so that many Goths became Arian. These later converted to Nicene Christianity. 

2. Franks 
a. Clovis (ca. 466-511), king of the Franks, was converted by his wife, Clotilda, a Christian princess of Burgundy.  
b. When he became a Christian, the mass of his people also accepted Christianity. 

c. Gregory of Tours (ca. 538-594) wrote the History of the Franks describing their settlement, history, and conversion. He was the most renowned of the bishops of the Frank Church at this early period.
d. Gaul became a base for missionary outreach to Arian Spain to bring the Arians back to orthodoxy. 

3. Frisia (Netherlands)

a. Willibrord (658-739 A.D.) studied in northern England and Ireland but went to Frisia (modern Benelux countries) with 11 Saxon comrades in 690 A.D.
b. He established a main base at Utrecht.

c. By 784 Charlemagne secured the conversion of the area.

d. Alcuin wrote the life of Willibrord.
4. Germany (Saxons)
a. Winfrid (673-754); a.k.a. Boniface, was an Englishman raised in English monasteries but who became a missionary to Germany (Thuringia and Hesse).
b. He cut down the oak tree sacred to the god Thor at Geismar; he used the wood to build a place of prayer to St. Peter.

c. He reorganized and restored church life in areas suffering destruction by the barbarian invasions.

d. He made Mainz his headquarters and brought remarkable organization to the growing church filling it with zeal for obedience, service, and outreach. 

e. He planted scores of churches and established monasteries throughout Germany. 

5. Celts (Irish)
a. The exact date for the introduction of Christianity is hidden in obscurity.  Early but unsuccessful attempts appear to have been made by Palladius. This church had an independence and character of its own.  It differed from the Roman church on (1) time of Easter observance; (2) the form of the tonsure (forehead and temples; not a circle on the top of the head); (3) government by councils—they were either ignorant of, or refused to recognize the authority of the bishop of Rome. 
b. The real “Apostle of Ireland” was Patrick, A.D. 378-460, son of a deacon kidnapped by marauders and taken to Ireland. After herding sheep he escaped home. 

c. The need to evangelize Ireland led him to return as a missionary.

d. He traversed the whole country preaching, founding churches and monasteries, baptizing, teaching, ordaining clergy, and suffering privations. 
e. The whole Island was Christianized in less than 100 years. 

f. Ireland later became a center of culture from which monks as missionaries and scholars were sent to work on the continent. 

g. Celtic Christianity was spread from Ireland to Scotland and northern England through the labors of Columba (521-527, a key missionary (see below). 

h. Columbanus (543-615), educated in northern Ireland as one of the most learned Latin Christians of his day; he became a missionary to the Germans on the continent, establishing monasteries and evangelizing the Alemanni. 
6. Scotland

a. Earliest evangelists were Ninian (4th c.) and Kentigern (6th c.), of whom not much is reliably known.

b. The real Apostle of Scotland is Columba (521-527), born in Ireland but invited to Scotland by the king.  
c. Columba established a monastery on the island of Iona which became his headquarters for sending evangelizing expeditions into the country. 
d. Columba’s zeal and success led to other monasteries on the model of Iona which resulted in the rapid Christianization of the country. 

8. England 
a. A Celtic Christian church existed here before the introduction of Roman Catholic Church. When the latter arrived (end of the 6th c.), there already existed 3 forms of Christianity—(1) old Romano-British Christians (pushed back to Wales and Cornwall); (2) Irish Christians (intensified and built up by Patrick); (3) Iro-Scottish Christians (came from Ireland to Scotland).  All have been grouped under the name “Celtic” Christians. 
b. Pope Gregory in 596 A.D. took interest in England and dispatched there Augustine (fl. 596 A.D.) and 40 other monks.  The pagan invading Anglo-Saxons had driven the Celtic Christians back into the interior.  
c. Augustine and fellow monks preached Christianity to these Anglo-Saxons.

d. Ethelbert, king of Kent, received the missionaries with favor and accepted the new faith, being baptized in 597 (his wife Bertha, a Frankish princess, was already a Christian or, at least, acquainted with it).  

e. A large number of the king’s people, following his example, believed and formed a church organized by Augustine who was made archbishop of Canterbury. 
f. The British Celtic Christians would not readily give up their liberties nor their distinctive practices.  The two groups remained apart until political expediency led to the absorption of the Celtic Christians by the English Roman branch. 
g. The same happened in Scotland and Ireland.  Struggle for independence was lost to encroachments by the Roman church planted by Roman missionaries.  They were finally absorbed by them.

9. Slavs 

a. A mix of Aryans and Tartars, the Slavs were originally polytheists and practiced human sacrifice and polygamy. 
b. Two waves of evangelizing effort swept over them—one from Constantinople and the other from the court of Charlemagne.

c. Greek captives from the Greek Byzantine empire adjacent to Bulgaria first made the gospel known there and many thus accepted it. 

d. The sister of the king of Bulgaria, Boris, was taken captive by the Greeks and was converted while in captivity.  Upon her return home she evangelized her brother. 

e. She was assisted in this by Methodius, a Greek missionary. His presentation of the last judgment aroused the king’s fears and he was baptized in 863. 

f. King Boris then forced the whole nation to follow his example.  Though Christianity had been present since the 7th c., it was now mandated. 

g. Instrumental in the conversion of the Slavs were the two brothers Cyril (826-869) and Methodius (ca. 815-885). These came from a Greek senatorial family of Thessalonica.
h. Emperor Michael III sent them to what is now Moravia as missionaries where they taught in the vernacular.

i. Cyril invented an alphabet, translated the Scriptures into Slavonic, developed the Slavonic liturgy, and so became the founder of Slavonic literature.  Rome appointed Methodius archbishop of the Moravian church. 
10. Poland, Russia et al.
a. In 908 the Moravian kingdom was conquered and divided between Bohemia and Hungary, losing its national character.
b. Methodius went over to Bohemia to help and instruct in the Christian faith.

c. King Boleslav embraced Christianity and established it as the religion of the Bohemian state.

d. Fugitives from Moravia’s conquest and division brought the gospel to Poland. Christian influences were also being received from Bohemia. The Polish king, through the influence of his Christian Bohemian wife, professed Christianity.  He commanded his people to follow his example. 
e. Czar Vladimir of Russia (980-1015) sent envoys to Byzantium to investigate the Orthodox Faith. Upon return they recommended its religion. 

f. Vladimir allied himself with the Byzantine dynasty by marrying the princess Anna, and joining the Greek church.
IV. Evangelization in the East (and South)
1. Syria

a. From an early date Christianity spread eastward along the lines of Syriac trade routes and culture. 

b. Tatian (ca. 160 A.D.) came to Rome from Syria and upon returning thence composed the Diatessaron in Syriac. 
c. The city of Edessa became Christian under the rule of King Abgarus IX (179-216) long before the Roman Empire embraced Christianity.  

d. The legend that King Abgarus V had sent to Jesus for a cure of his leprosy and was healed under the ministry of Thaddeus, disciple of Jesus, probably dates from the time of Abgarus IX. 

e. The kings of Edessa and most of their subjects were Christians long before the conversion of Constantine.
f. In the nearby region of Adiabene, there appears to have been a Christian community in the very early second century.  
2. Armenia

a. The Christian church was already in existence there by the end of the 2nd c. 

b. At nearly the same time as the Roman Empire made Christianity the state religion, the Christian church of Armenia similarly became the state church. 
c. Gregory, surnamed the Illuminator, won over Tiridates II who then established Christianity as the religion of the state. Christianity then spread from the king and aristocracy down.  Armenia was the first country to accept Christianity as a nation.
d. The Armenian church gained its independence in 366 A.D. when the patriarch Narses was recognized as Catholicos (primate).

e. Mesrob (A.D. 441) invented an alphabet and translated the Bible into Armenian. This was the beginning of Armenian literature. 

3. Georgia

a. Georgia was evangelized from Armenia with Mesrob being credited with creating the Georgian alphabet.  This made possible a national Christian literature.

b. There were Christians in Georgia already in the 3rd c. and the royal court accepted Christianity in the 4th. 
c. The Bible was translated into Georgian in the 5th and 6th centuries from Syriac or Armenian. 

d. Monastic communities were founded by the “Syrian Fathers” on the Syriac model.

e. The Georgian church has from the 6th c. been an independent national church with its “Catholicos” residing in Tbilisi. 

4. Persia

a. Entrance of Christianity was probably due to Syriac speaking merchants and travelers. 

b. Christianity penetrated first Mesopotamia where Syriac was widely spoken and where the Syriac literature being produced in Antioch and Edessa could be put to good use. 

c. The Parthian dynasty, rulers of Persia early in the Christian era, were somewhat religiously tolerant which permitted Christianity to grow so rapidly that it appeared in every province of the empire. 
d. The rise of the Sassanid dynasty in 224 A.D. persecuted Christianity as a foreign religion

e. In the 4th c. with Rome having become Christian, the Christians in Persia were subjected to further persecution, being suspected of being Roman sympathizers. 

f. Aphrahat, the great Persian sage and Christian believer, wrote his Demonstration on Persecution in which he parallels believers sufferings with those of Christ.
g. These Persian believers asserted their independence from Rome and gained a measure of tolerance.  

h. They rejected the 2-natures doctrine of Chalcedon and joined the ranks of the Monophysites claiming the humanity of Christ was absorbed into the divine nature. 

i. Others held to the “Nestorian” doctrine which emphasized the distinction between the divine and the human natures in Christ.  

5. India

a. Some reports indicate that Christianity may have been introduced to India as early as the 1st and 2nd centuries.
b. Other evidence indicates Christianity may have been present by the 4th c. but by the 6th c. a strong presence of Christianity is confirmed. 

c. Large numbers of Christians existed in the southwest coast of India and smaller numbers in the northwest.  

d. The connections from earliest times were with Syriac-speaking Christians from Persia and Syrian monks were sent there as missionaries. 

6. Huns

a. Early 4th c. gave evidence of Christian presence around the Caspian Sea and in Bactria.

b. By the end of the 5th c. East Syrian missionaries were working among the Huns.

7. China

a. Bishoprics (5th c.) came to exist at the major cities along the “Silk Road” to China.

b. An inscription appearing in 781 A.D. tells of the arrival there in 635 A.D. of the East Syrian missionary monk A-lo-pen and his favorable reception by the emperor.  His doctrine was called in Chinese, the “Luminous” religion. 

c. Suppression of Christianity occurred in the 9th c. and in 980 a Syrian Christian priest with 5 others returned to Baghdad and reported Christianity in China was extinct—perhaps not totally true. 
8. Mongolia

a. In the 10th and 11th centuries Christianity was spreading in a northerly route to Mongolia

b. The king of a nomad tribe, the Keraits, accepted Christianity and there were Christians among the Mongol tribes.

9. Korea and Japan

a. The Korean Chronicles speak of East Syrian Christians in the country during the Silla dynasty (661-932 A.D.), perhaps through contact with China. 
b. Japanese sources indicate that in 737 A.D., an envoy to China’s Xi’an returned with a Persian representative of the “Church of the Luminous Religion.”

c. There is evidence of a Christian building in Kyoto from apparently the 10th c.

10. Copts

a. The Coptic church in Egypt experience a time of revival under the Fatimid caliphs (969-1171 A.D.).

b. Coptic art flourished, high government office was held.

c. Persecution came, however, at the end of the 10th and beginning of the 11th c.

d. They produced in Arabic a Coptic grammar in the 11th c. but only in the 13th c. did renewed production of grammars and dictionaries of Coptic appear. 
e. Outside the liturgy where it is still used, the Coptic language as a living medium has failed to survive. 

11. Ethiopia (Abyssinia)

a. Ethiopian Christianity originated in Egypt and continues to have strong connections with the church there.

b. In the 4th c. the brothers Frumentius and Edessius were shipwrecked there, and were captured by the Ethiopians who eventually set them free.

c. They returned Alexandria and Frumentius had Athanasius consecrate him as a bishop.  He then went back to evangelize the people.
d. After nearly a century of missionary work, mostly by Christians from Egypt, the king was converted, and he was soon followed by the rest of the country. 

e. These Christians rejected Chalcedon and followed the example of Egyptian Christians and became Monophysite

f. Today they are the largest of the  Monophysite churches.

12. Arabia

a. Christianity was present in Arabia by the 2nd c.  

b. Christian teachers, bishops, and other travelers from Alexandria were in contact with Arabians.  

c. Arabia became the point of contact between 3 forms of Christianity—(1) Greek Orthodox Christians; (2) Persian Christianity; (3) Ethiopian Christianity. 

d. The Gnostic sect Elkesaites were present also

e. In the 7th c. this was the confusing picture presented to Muhammed which he rejected. 
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