LESSON #14

TRIUMPHS AND DEFEATS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Medieval Church #5, Monasticism and Scholasticism:

Learning and Piety, Part I
Introduction
Many new monastic organizations arose in the 12th c. as an expression of the same spiritual zeal that displayed itself in the Crusades.  It showed itself especially in the great wave of cathedral building. As the reforming zeal of the Cluniac movement of the 10th century abated with its increasing wealth, the Cistercians arose to carry on reforms. The 12th c. was an era of increasing religious earnestness, reflecting itself in other-worldliness, asceticism, mystical piety, and emphasis on the monastic life. The rhetoric of religious leaders compared the monastery to paradise, to the garden of Eden, and to the heavenly Jerusalem.
I. Monastic Reform and New Religious Movements
A. Cistercian Order (1098) 
1. The order arose to do in the twelfth century what Cluny had done in the tenth. Cluny had spent its force; its very success had led to luxury of living. 
2. The order was founded to cultivate a strenuous, self-denying life. Food, clothing, buildings were to demonstrate great austerity. 

3. Much attention was given to agriculture, relatively little to teaching or pastoral work. The ideals were withdrawal from the world, contemplation, and imitation of “apostolic poverty” (Walker). 

4. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) was a member of this order to whom it owed its early success, for Bernard was the greatest religious force of his age. 

5. Bernard was a man of fervent piety, a mystic, and thus an opponent of rationalistic tendencies arising.  He was eloquent, enthusiastic, and devoted to monasticism.  

B. Dominican Order—established by Dominic Guzman (1170-1221), this and the Franciscan order were mendicant orders—i.e., “begging” orders.  Previously monks had withdrawn from the world and sought salvation for themselves through penitence, prayer and self-denial.  The Mendicants reversed this course and set out to go into the world and save others by self-denying labors.  
1. Dominic was concerned to halt the spread of Albigensianism in southern France. 

2. He secured a mandate from the pope to form a special order of Preaching Brothers who would travel the regions infected with heresy and induce heretics to return to the Catholic fold. The rule of poverty was insisted on. 

3. The order was zealous for learning, emphasized preaching and teaching, sought work especially in university towns, and soon became widely represented on university faculties. 
4. Their learning led to their employment as inquisitors—a use that formed no part of Dominic’s ideal.

5. The ideal of the order was not contemplation apart from the world, but access to men in their needs. 

6. Some of the leading Dominicans were Albertus Magnus and Thomas Aquinas (theologians); Eckhart and Tauler (mystics); Savonarola (reformer).

C. Franciscan Order—organized by Francis Bernardone (1182-1226) of Assisi who was converted from a life of indulgence and worldly pleasure through a life-threatening sickness.  He learned of the essence of the gospel as self-denial and absolute trust in the providing care of God. 
1. He too, like Dominic, secured from the pope in 1215 a plan for an order based on self-denial and absolute trust.

2. Innocent III approved this plan and the Franciscans went forth as the “Begging Brothers.” 
3. They went forth two by two preaching repentance, singing, aiding the peasants in their work, caring for the lepers and outcasts. 
4. The order grew rapidly and though they soon counted many distinguished scholars, they were always more democratic, more the order of the poor, than the Dominicans.  

D. Growth of the Mendicant Orders

The growth of these orders was simply phenomenal.

1. By the 1250s, there were 8000 houses in the Franciscan order alone.
2. They rapidly grew to attain the chief places in the universities and exerted a strong influence on church councils. 

3. A fervent mysticism bordering on fanaticism attended some of the more zealous brothers. 

a. Some began teaching poverty not as voluntary, but as the only normal natural condition with the holding of possessions as a sin in itself. 

b. They also predicted the speedy fall of the Church as an institution (the Fraticelli).  They came to be persecuted as heretics. 
II. Lay Reforming Movements

A. The Philosophic Albigenses (or Cathari)

This is a new Manichaeism known both as Albigenses from Albi, one of the movements chief seats in So. France, or as Cathari, the “pure.” This movements was also active in northern Italy, and northern Spain.  

1. The movement was an ascetic dualism.

2. It criticized the wealth and  power of the church and completely rejected the clergy and its claims.

3. The good God had 2 sons—Satan and Christ.  The elder rebelled and became the leader of evil, one of 2 powers—one evil, one good.  
4. The visible world is the work of the evil power which takes possession of souls from the realm of the good God and holds them prisoner. This evil one was given a material body after he was cast out of heaven. He then made the visible material world.  

5. The original sin of Adam and Eve is human reproduction which increases bodies as prison houses of the souls

6. Salvation is by repentance, asceticism, and the “consolation.” The latter rite, like baptism in the church, works forgiveness of sins and restoration to the kingdom of the good God. Involved also was the ascetic avoidance of marriage, oaths, war, milk, meat, cheese, and eggs. 
7. The “consolation” is conferred by the laying on of hands by one who has received it (the Gospel of John is placed on the head of the candidate)

8. They opposed the sacraments as evil because they are material. Similarly the Mass with its emphasis on the physical presence of Christ in the elements. Also the doctrines of hell, purgatory, and a physical resurrection are rejected.

9. Christ could not have had a real body or died a real death; they rejected the cross and anything material in worship. 
10. Because flesh cannot inherit heaven, the believers who lacked this rite of “consolation” had to receive it before death. 

11. The NT was received as the authoritative expression of their faith; this challenged the Roman Church which claimed authority through the line of popes back to Christ himself. 

12. In services, Scriptures are read—all believed the NT came from the good God. The Gospel of John is the most “spiritual.”Some rejected the OT as the work of the evil power; others accepted the Psalms and Prophets. 
Although persecuted under the sponsorship of Innocent III, the Albigenses appeared to have been persons of uprightness, moral earnestness, courageous stedfastness, albeit unorthodox and heretical. They gained the allegiance of thousands. 

B. The Puritan Waldenses, mid-1170s

This movement was much more like that of the later Protestants and Puritans.  It began with no conscious hostility to the Church and would probably have never separated had its proponents been treated better.  The Waldenses originated in 1176 with Valdez or Waldo, a rich merchant of Lyons. Obeying Jesus’ exhortation in Matt. 19:21, he sold his business, leaving a modest amount to his wife and daughters; the rest he gave to the poor. He sought to live under the directions of Christ to the Apostles in Matt. 10 and made a deep impression on his friends who saw in him the true “apostolic poverty.”  He secured a translation of the NT. Others followed him in preaching repentance, calling themselves the “poor in spirit” (Matt 5:2).  They applied to pope Alexander III  in 1179 for permission to preach.  The latter refused consent regarding them as “ignorant laymen.”  Valdez/ Waldo thought the refusal was the voice of man against God.  They disobeyed and continued preaching.  They were excommunicated in 1184.  This action forced them out of the church against their will and made them popular with the people.
1. The Bible, especially the NT, is the sole rule of belief and life

2. It was still read with medieval glasses—it was viewed as a book of law with minute prescriptions; large portions were learned by heart.
3. They went 2 by 2 preaching, wearing simple woolen robes, barefoot or wearing sandals, living on gifts from hearers. 

4. They fasted MWF; rejected oaths and all shedding of blood.

5. No prayers but the Lord’s prayer permitted and a form of grace at table was allowed. 

6. The heard confessions, observed the Lord’s Supper, and ordained their own members. 

7. They rejected as unbiblical Masses and Prayers for the Dead, and Purgatory

8. They regarded sacraments invalid if dispensed by unworthy priests.

9. They believed prayer in secret was more effective than in Church. 

10. They defended lay-preaching by both men and women.

11. They had as leaders, bishops, priests, deacons, and a head or rector of the society—the latter elected after the passing of Valdez. 

Further developments—the Lombard branch (Italy) seceded in 1210 over Valdez’s alleged governmental arbitrariness. Considerable numbers were won back to the Church through Innocent III’s (1198-1216) organization “The Catholic Poor” which allowed many Waldensian practices but under strictly churchly oversight.  Yet Waldensians spread—N. Spain, Austria and Germany, France, Italy.  At the Reformation they became fully Protestant. 
III. Scholasticism
A. The Rise of Universities and Scholasticism
The Christian Church was undoubtedly the repository and patron of learning and education through the Middle Ages.  Christians founded schools in connection with cathedrals and monasteries, and stimulated learning by opening up the field of the patristic writings to scholars.  Schools began to concern themselves with the problems of theology and canon law, and developed into universities.  These appear fully formed by the 13th c. so that their origins must have begun in the 12th.  
1. Monasteries—operated schools for both monks (Bible reading, church fathers, liturgical life) and the general public (liberal arts). 
2. Cathedral schools—these emphasized logic and philosophy; they employed disputation and reasoning but increasingly based the training on written texts.  From preoccupation with ethics, philosophy now shifted to dialectics and metaphysics. From former tradition the turn was made to reasoned debate and speculation. 

3. Universities—by the 12th c. education had shifted from monastic to cathedral schools.  Out of the cathedral schools came the universities.  The teacher in the cathedral schools was called “Scholasticus;” thus the new learning came to be called scholasticism. Bologna became the seat of a university where canon law was specially studied; Paris and Oxford attracted students of theology and dialectics.
B. Content and Method


1. Content of Scholasticism 
a. Study of the Bible—annotations to the Latin Bible compiled from the time of Charlemagne.  These became in 12th c. the textbook for basic courses in theology.

b. Extracts from the church fathers—these were arranged as marginal and interlinear glosses on the text of the Bible. Peter Lombard revised and organized them into a standard commentary on the Bible, a reference work called the “Sentences.”

c. Texts of Aristotle and commentaries on him—treated as authorities.

Apparent contradictions led to the exploration of the relation between

authority and reason.

2. Method of Scholasticism

a. Attitude—full confidence in reason.  There is no contradiction between faith and reason.  E.g., Anselm sought to demonstrate by reason alone the propositions of faith (the existence of God, Trinity, original sin, atonement).  Generally scholars were dedicated to the use of reason in exploring matters of faith. 
b. Method—this was the use of dialectical reasoning.  Oral discussion by question and answer proceeded by the making of distinctions, definitions, and disputations.

c. Subject—the relation of universals (class concepts) to particulars (individual representatives of a class). The positions taken were:-

(i) extreme realism—universal concepts have a real existence apart from and prior to particulars (Plato; Anselm)
(ii) moderate realism—universals are real but always exist in actual individuations; they exist as form to matter (Aristotle; Aquinas)

(iii) nominalism—universals are only inferences drawn from observing individuals (particulars), names for common characteristics. (Wm. Ockham)

d. Form—grew out of the method. 

(i) reading, lecture (lectio)—reading and commentary on an authoritative text. 

(ii) disputation (disputatio)—the Master posed questions; students responded in favor or opposed; the Master gave the final determination.

(iii) question (quastio)—two opposite views were juxtaposed; either an element of truth was found in each or a higher synthesis was found.  Questions came to be discussed as problems in their own right.  Exegetical questions (e.g., Paul’s letters) came to be debated separately. “Theology” arose out of these disputations as a separate discipline. 
C. Platonic and Aristotelian Schools

The recovery of Aristotle’s writings in the 13th c. ushered in a new period of Scholasticism.  This period marked the highest intellectual achievement of the Middle Ages.  Aristotle met with much hostility from traditionalists and adherents to the Augustinian Neo-Platonic development.  A series of great thinkers, all from the mendicant orders, made Aristotle’s victory secure.  Yet even these advocates also made much use of Plato as reflected in Augustine and Pseudo-Dionysius. 
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