LESSON #21
TRIUMPHS AND DEFEATS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Reformation #5, Part I: Reform of England and Scotland

Introduction

The political situation of the various European countries had much to do with the acceptance or rejection of the Reformation.  The kings of Denmark initially waffled over the Reformation, but finally endorsed Lutheranism.  Norway and Iceland soon followed suit.  Two students carried Lutheranism to Sweden in 1519 and the young noble Gustavus Vasa came to the throne favoring Lutheranism and made it the established religion of the land.  He confiscated the vast property holdings of the Church.  In France, the king (Francis I) at first was neutral to the Reformation, but under the influence of the French Parliament and the Sorbonne university, came to believe that the unity of his kingdom with its prestige and influence were threatened by the toleration of the Reformation.  Thus his reign came to be one of opposition to Protestantism.  Under his son, Henry II 1547-1559), France more determinedly opposed the Reformation by burning Protestants (called Huguenots) as heretics and their books as well.   Between 1562 and 1598 there were 8 fierce wars and massacres, including the terrible massacre of Saint Bartholomew’s Day (1572) and the murder of Admiral Gaspard de Coligny, an ardent Calvinist and Huguenot leader. Elsewhere the Reformation spread.  The Reformed faith found fertile soil in Germany (Rhine Valley, the Palatinate, University of Heidelberg), in Hungary (the Magyar Reformed Church), in Scotland (John Knox and the Scottish Parliament), in Ireland, and Holland. Each of these regions has a fascinating story to tell.  What about the fate of Protestantism in England?  How did it come to be the state religion of that land?  
I. The Revolt of Henry VIII (1509-1547)

Initially Henry was a faithful son of the Roman Church.  He even embroiled himself in a controversy with Luther on the sacraments from whom he was obliged to hear a sharp rebuke from the Reformer.  For his efforts Pope Leo X rewarded him with the title “Defender of the Faith.”  But Henry had a more, at least in his mind, significant problem.  He was without a male heir to the throne. 
A. His Marital Problem: The  Lack of a Male Heir

1. Catherine of Aragon—Catherine was the daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain.  She was 7 yrs. Henry’s senior and had initially been married to Henry’s brother Arthur for 5 months before the latter died.  She and Henry were then married and had 6 children together but none survived except a daughter, Mary.  By 1526 Catharine was 41 and probably no longer fertile and likely to bear a male heir.  Henry now sought an annulment of his marriage to the now-barren Catherine. Her nephew Charles V, Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, was none too pleased with Henry’s machinations. For whatever reason Cardinal Wolsey was unable to secure from the pope an annulment.  Henry, full of wrath, charged Wolsey with treason and sentenced him to death—which he averted by dying naturally on his way to trial. 
2. Anne Boleyn—by early 1530, Henry had concluded that he must break from Rome if he was to secure an heir to the throne. About January 25, 1533, Henry secretly married Anne Boleyn.  Thos. Cranmer (1489-1556), now appointed archbishop of Canterbury, adjudged Henry’s marriage to Catherine null and void.  About 3 months later, Anne Boleyn bore a daughter, the princess Elizabeth, later to be Queen.  Henry tired of Anne and charged her with adultery and had her beheaded in May, 1536.  
3. Jane Seymour—Henry married Jane eleven days later.  She bore him a son, Edward, on Oct. 12, 1537.  Jane died 12 days later from complications of the pregnancy.  
4. Anne of Cleaves—Prime Minister Cromwell was insistent that the widower Henry strengthen his position by a marriage which would strengthen his ties with the German Protestants and cement his relation to those opposed to Charles V.  Anne, sister of John Frederick, the Saxon Elector, was chosen. They were married on Jan. 6, 1540.  The marriage was a purely political one and an annulment was obtained in July, 1540 on grounds that Henry had never given “inward consent.”  Anne was handsomely provided with a monetary settlement. 
5. Catherine Howard—Catherine’s uncle, Duke Howard, captured the king’s passions for his niece.  She, on the other hand, was repulsed by Henry’s obesity.  He weighed about 300 pounds and had a foul-smelling festering ulcer on his thigh.  She also proved to be a reckless young lady and soon after the marriage began a romance with one of Henry’s courtiers.  She was charged with adultery and beheaded in February 1542. 
6. Catherine Parr—Henry married Catherine in July, 1543.  She had the good fortune to outlive him. Catherine had been widowed twice before, was a mature woman, and though in love with Thomas Seymour, the brother of the late Queen Seymour, she was obliged to accept the king’s marriage proposal.  As Queen, Catherine was less an object of sexual passion and more a nursemaid to the ailing king and mother to his children (Woodbridge).  She was largely responsible for reconciling Henry with his daughters, Mary and Elizabeth.  She also had a good relationship with Henry’s son Edward. Of all Henry’s queens, she was the most inclined to discuss theology with him, and was warm toward Protestant ideas.  When Henry complained of being lectured by his wife, Bishop Gardiner launched an investigation into her beliefs.  Fearing for her life Catherine “immediately went to the king and made it abundantly clear that she humbly submitted to his religious authority” (Woodbridge).  Henry responded, “Then Kate, we are friends again.” 
B. The Break With Rome and Establishment of Royal Supremacy

1. Securing a favorable response from the pope for a marriage annulment now being out of the question, Henry relied on English nationalism and his own devious skill to either break from the papacy altogether, or to so mold it to his desires. 
2. He declared himself the single and supreme Lord and even supreme head of the Church of England with the exception of Christ. Payments to Rome ceased. 
3. All ecclesiastical laws were to be submitted to a commission appointed by the king. 

4. All appeals to Rome were forbidden. All payments forbidden. By Parliament’s Supremacy Act (1534) Henry and his successors were declared the only supreme head on earth of the Church of England.  It essentially put the king in place of the pope. The Break with Rome was complete. 

5. Henry’s own religious attitude was that of Catholic orthodoxy except on the matter of the substitution of his own authority in place of the pope. 

C. The Rise of a Protestant Party

1. The disturbed state of the country (ecclesiastical politics) gave opportunity for the rise of a real, if not numerous, Protestant party.  

2. This movement was more indigenous than foreign. It drew its inspiration more at first more from Wyclif than from Luther. 
3. This movement looked to the state to reform the church and viewed the riches of the church as a hindrance to its spirituality. 

4. The Bible began to be circulated and came more and more to test doctrine and ceremony.  

5. The Lutheran reformation brought more continental influences, first Lutheran and then Reformed. 

D. Tyndale’s Bible

1. William Tyndale (1492?-1536) translated the New Testament and eagerly sought to have it published in England. Unable to secure this he fled to Europe in 1524. In debate with the Catholic clergy, he said: “I defy the pope and all his laws.  If God spare my life, ere many years I will cause a boy that driveth the plough shall know more of the Scripture than thou dost.” 
2. He visited Luther and there published a really admirable translation from the Greek in 1526. 

3. English Church and civil authorities sought to suppress it but unsuccessfully. It spread the knowledge of the Gospel wherever it was sent.  

4. The “Great Bible” of Miles Coverdale (1539) was largely Tyndales’s work and even the King James Bible (1611) by 50 leading scholars was 90% Tyndale.

5. Tyndale was finally captured and died as a martyr near Brussels Belgium in 1536. His dying prayer was, “Lord, open the king of England’s eyes.”  
E. Catholic Conservatives

1. Catholic conservatives attempted to realign the king’s religious orientation toward traditional Catholicism.
2. The Protestant leaning Thomas Cromwell whom Henry had appointed as his vicar-general and vice-gerent, was accused to Henry by the Catholic conservatives of being a traitor and a heretic. 
3. Henry had him beheaded in the Tower of London in June, 1540.  His head was boiled and then set on a spike on London Bridge.  Within months, Henry regretted his action, claiming Cromwell was “the most faithful servant he ever had.”

4. Under pressure Parliament passed the Six Articles Act—transubstantiation, clerical celibacy, communion only in one kind, sanctity of priestly vows, private masses, auricular confession—denial of any of these was grounds for death. 

F. Reform Party Regains King’s Favor

1. The progressive reformers regained the upper hand at the final months of Henry’s life. 
2. Henry died on Jan. 28, 1547, holding Archbishop Cranmer’s hand.  There was no extreme unction nor last rites.  He whispered only an affirmation of faith in Christ.

3. The Reform leaders were now in a position to guide the new king and direct religious change in England. 
II. Protestant Reformation under Edward VI (1547-1553)

A. Protestantism Restored

1. Edward, son of Henry VIII, was born in 1537.  His birth resolved Henry’s need for an heir.  The line of succession was now reconfigured to be  Edward, followed by Elizabeth, and then Mary. At Henry’s death Edward was crowned king immediately, even though he was only 9 years old. 
2. Edward’s education was entrusted to humanist-inspired Cambridge teachers with Protestant sympathies.  Edward proved to be a gifted student (he read Greek, Latin authors, and theology).  He later wrote an essay describing the pope as the “Antichrist.” 
3. Edward Seymour (brother of Jane Seymour) became the young king’s Protector as part of a 16 member council.  Protestantism advanced considerably under his 2 year protectorate (1547-49).  Henry’s Six Articles were revoked, restrictions on publishing and reading Scripture were repealed, the Lord’s Supper was administered in both kinds, images removed and marriages of priests were made legal. 
B. The Book of Common Prayer

1. Parliament in 1549 enacted a law requiring the universal use of a “Book of Common Prayer.”  It was not popular.  Largely the work of Arch-bishop Cranmer, it was based on the older English services in Latin.  It retained prayers for the dead, communion at burials, anointing and exorcism in baptism, anointing the sick, and taught that the body and blood of Christ are really received in communion. 
2. Conservative Catholics disliked the changes; Protestants believed it retained too much of Roman Catholic usage. The Prayer Book was thus revised in 1552.  This edition was distinctively Protestant and in English.  Prayers for the dead were omitted, the communion table replaced the altar, regular bread instead of a special wafer was used in the Supper, exorcism and anointing were set aside, priests’ vestments limited to the surplice, and a Reformed view of the Supper presented.  It was marked by (1) loyalty to Scripture (“It is not lawful for the church to ordain anything that is contrary to God’s Word written”) and (2) respect for “the scriptural catholicity” of the ancient church and a desire to reinstate the purer order of the past—but only “those ceremonies which do serve to a decent order and godly discipline.” 
C. Thomas Cranmer’s Reformation

1. Cranmer did not stop simply with a revision of the Prayer Book.  He had been engaged in the preparation of a creed which was submitted by order of the Council of Government to six theologians (of whom John Knox was one).  The result was the (at the time) Forty-Two Articles (later reduced to Thirty-Nine).  King Edward authorized it with his signature, June 12, 1553, less than a month before his death. These were more Protestant in tone than the Prayer Book. 
2. Cranmer also employed the services of leading Reformed theologians from the continent to train the clergy in implementing the new forms.  Among these were the Italian Reformer Peter Martyr Vermigli whom he appointed Regius Professor of Divinity at Oxford (1547-53); and the Alsatian Reformer Martin Bucer who was appointed Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge (1549-52) 
3. Cranmer also sought to hold an international council to produce a united English and continental reformed response to the Catholic Council of Trent.  Calvin agreed to attend and Melanchthon was also invited, though he declined.  Cranmer’s proposal came to nought because king Edward fell ill. 

D. The Death of Edward VI

1. At age 16, young king Edward succumbed to pneumonia.  His death cut short the reformation of the English church. 
2. The Succession Act of 1544 required that the throne was to descend to Mary if Edward died childless, and then to Elizabeth if Mary died childless.  As Edward lay dying, John Dudley desperately sought to circumvent this. 

3. Dudley influenced Edward in the months before his death to exclude his 2 half-sisters and secure the succession to Lady Jane Grey, granddaughter of Henry VIII’s sister Mary.  But Dudley was unable to secure the approval of the Privy Council and the plan failed. Edward died in 1553.
III. Mary Tudor (1553-1558) and the Roman Restoration 

A. John Dudley’s Failed Scheme
1. When Edward died, the crown was legally to go to his half-sister Mary, the daughter of Henry VIII and Catharine of Aragon.  Dudley’s plan failed because he failed to arrest Mary before Edward’s death on July 6, 1553. 

2. When Mary learned of Edward being near death, she fled on July 4 to Catholic nobles in East Anglia for protection. 
3. Though Lady Jane Grey was officially proclaimed queen, a letter to the Privy Council from Mary claimed she was the rightful heir to the throne.  Mary was acknowledged by the Privy Council as the rightful heir.  Lady Jane, her consort Lord Guildford, and John Dudley were taken to the Tower and all ultimately executed. 

B. Catholicism’s Return

1. Mary was a devout Roman Catholic. She was determined to return England to the Roman fold.  She brought back Bishop Gardiner from the Tower and made him Lord Chancellor.
2. She declared her mother’s (Catherine of Aragon) marriage to Henry valid and restored public worship to the forms established in the last year of Henry’s reign. 

3. Mary marries Philip II, son of Emperor Charles V. on July 1554.  The marriage failed on 2 counts.  It was against the advice of her closest Catholic advisers who feared foreign influence on the queen; and Mary misunderstood that the marriage was merely a political one intended to recall England from the Protestants.  Mary was in love, but Philip was merely doing his dynastic duty. Mary’s unhappiness discouraged her advisers and the whole of England. 
4. Protestant leaders now had to flee.  Eight hundred bishops and other leaders fled to the Continent—to Protestant centers such as Geneva, Zurich, Basel, Strasburg, Emden, and Frankfort. 

5. These English Protestants kept hope alive by producing the Geneva Bible, one of the most enduring English translations. 

C. Executions under Mary

1. Mary secured the restoration of Catholicism by the recall of Cardinal Reginald Pole (1500-1558).  As papal legate, he absolved the nation of heresy and restored England to Roman obedience in November, 1554. 
2. With the restoration of Catholicism came official persecution.  John Rogers, the Bible translator, was burned at London Feb. 4, 1555. The people cheered him as he went to the stake showing hearts would not be changed by such acts.  Hugh Latimer, Bishop of Worcester, and Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London were burned to death in Oxford on Oct. 16.  Latimer is reputed to have said as the fire was being lighted, “Be of good cheer, Master Ridley, and play the man; we shall this day light such a candle by God’s grace in England as I trust shall never be put out.” 

3.  Before the end of the year 75 had suffered by fire in various parts of England, including John Hooper, former bishop of Gloucester and Worcester. In all, about 300 were burned at the stake. 
4. Though a scant number compared to those of the Continent, it nevertheless revolted English sentiment. The martyrdoms did more to spread anti-Roman sentiment than all previous governmental actions had wrought. Cf. Foxe’s Book of Martyrs. 

D. Cranmer’s End 
1. Mary was determined to strike the highest of the anti-Roman clergy, Archbishop Cranmer. Cranmer was formally excommunicated by Rome and Reginald Pole was installed in his place. 
2. Cranmer at first waffled making submission and declaring that he recognized papal authority as established by law.

3. Mary was not about to exonerate a man who had pronounced her mother’s marriage invalid.  Cranmer must die. His recantation of his Protestantism would, it was hoped, discredit the Reformation.
4. Cranmer had actually signed a further recantation denying Protestantism wholly.  But on the day of his execution in 1556, his courage returned and he repudiated his retractions absolutely and declared his Protestant faith.

5. The hand that had signed his submissions to Rome, he now held in the flame of his executioner’s fire until it was consumed. His dying day was the noblest of his life (Walker). 

6. Mary’s fortunes went downhill following these events.  The public soured on her. Her marriage to the son of the Spanish king was one with England’s historic enemy which entangled England in a war with France.  Mary was deemed a failure by her people. Now known as “bloody Mary,” she died the morning of Nov. 17, 1558.  Elizabeth’s accession to the throne was then greeted with celebration throughout the realm. 
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