LESSON #26
THE TRIUMPHS AND DEFEATS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Christianity in North America: Beginnings

Introduction

The Peace of Westphalia in 1648 is a convenient, though somewhat arbitrary,  demarcation for the beginning of the so-called “modern church.”  It can be no accident that Columbus’s discovery of America and the beginning of the Reformation took place within twenty-five years of each other (providence of God?).  In the post-Reformation period various events occurred that laid the basis for the planting of American Christianity.  Toleration and freedom of religion began to be advocated. Separation of church and state led to Christian renewal as well as to a growing secularism—the break with the Bible and the theology of the Reformation increasingly took place. The so-called “Enlightenment Era” exploded in full force. At the same time as the secular state arose, a genuinely Christian experiment in doctrine and life occurred on the continents of North and South America. The interplay between belief and unbelief is striking. 
I. The Planting of Christianity in the Americas

A. Roman Catholic Efforts

1. Central and South America—received a homogeneous, Latin, authoritarian Roman Catholic culture from Spain and Portugal. 
2. North America—Quebec and Louisiana followed suit but elsewhere in No. America Catholicism achieved limited success. 
a. Short lived attempts were made in Florida (1565) and later in New Mexico, Arizona, and California among the Indians (Spanish missions and ca. 135,000 Indian converts).  

b. Maryland—in 1634 the Lords Baltimore, George Calvert (ca. 1580-1632) and son Cecil Calvert (1605-75), were Catholic proprietors of what became known as Maryland.  Interested mainly in profits (tobacco), they maintained religious tolerance for both Protestants and Roman Catholics. It became a royal colony in 1692 and in 1702 Anglicanism became the established religion. 
B. Protestant Efforts

Motives stimulating English colonization varied. Some were economic (raw materials, trade); Others were population control, protection from Spain, but supremely it was religious freedom, mostly of the Calvinistic persuasion, that motivated them.  
1. The Anglican Church

a. Virginia—the first two attempts to colonize No. America made by Sir Walter Raleigh, Queen Elizabeth’s favorite, in 1584 and again in 1587 were unsuccessful.  A permanent colony was established in 1607 when 105 settlers landed at the mouth of the James River (named after the new king James).  Accordingly, the town was named Jamestown.  This “Virginia Company” aimed at establishing the Church of England in this new land.  The colony’s main purpose, however, was not religious but economic. Many of the stockholders and settlers believed the colony should be ruled by Puritan principles. King James detested Puritanism and placed the colony under his direct control in 1624 with the subsequent waning of Puritan influence and establishment of the Anglican Church.  
b. Maryland—it was carved out of Virginia by king Charles I and given to the Catholic proprietors George and Cecil Calvert. Dissenters from Anglicanism in Virginia migrated by the hundreds to Maryland where there was greater religious freedom. Despite opposition from the Roman Catholics, in 1702 Anglicanism became the established religion and the religious toleration granted by Lord Baltimore was ended. 
c. New York—Anglicanism was made the established church in parts of the colony in 1693 in spite of opposition from the Dutch, who had originally settled New York. 
d. The Carolinas—the Anglican Church became the established church in North Carolina by an act of 1715; South Carolina had done the same earlier in 1705.
e. Georgia—accepted establishment of the Anglican Church in 1758. The “establishment” pattern did not change until after the Revolutionary War. 
2. New England Congregationalism

a. Separatists—these were the so-called “Pilgrims,” a Puritan body advocating the separation of church and state. They decided to migrate to America in order to prevent the assimilation of their young people into the Dutch population. Their first winter claimed the lives of more than fifty of their number but spring brought relief as the Indians taught the settlers how to grow corn, how to fish and hunt. They traded furs for what they needed in England, and so they survived. 
b. Non-separatists—these were another group of Puritans who sought to remain members of the Church of England but only wanted to purify its worship further in accordance with NT practices. This group settled in Salem and Boston after 1628 and known as the Massachusetts Bay colony.  They sought to escape Charles I and Archbishop Laud’s measures against Puritans (some 10,000 during Laud’s persecution). Between 1628 and 1640 over 20,000 Puritans came to these settlements. They ultimately gave birth to the new colonies of Connecticut and New Haven.  The right to vote was limited to church members, and Congregationalism became the state religion.  John Winthrop (1588-1649) was made governor of the settlements of Salem and Boston.  The ministers of the churches were university graduates (usually Cambridge). The polity of the churches was congregational and their theology was Calvinistic. The Puritan colonies adopted the Westminster Confession of Faith as reflected in the Cambridge Platform of 1648.  Since growing numbers of the second generation could not testify to a personal experience of conversion, the churches of Massachusetts adopted the half-way covenant by which unconverted but baptized children of believers were permitted to vote in state affairs. 
3. Baptists

a. Roger Williams (ca. 1603-83)—pastored a congregational church in Plymouth.  When called to Salem and attempted a secession of his church, the General Court banished him. This was also because he upheld Indian ownership of land, opposed a state church, and maintained the magistrates had no power over a man’s religion. He purchased land from the Indians and founded Providence in 1636 on the principle of religious freedom (separation of church and state). . 
b. Anne Hutchinson (1591-1643)—Mrs. Hutchinson claimed to be a prophet receiving personal revelations, claimed an “inner light,” and a full assurance of salvation. Exiled from Massachusetts Bay colony, she was forced to walk in the depth of winter pregnant with child to Rhode Island where she and 18 others founded Portsmouth on an island near Providence on the basis of religious freedom.  In 1639, a church was founded in Providence in which all the members were rebaptized, including Williams—uncertain whether by immersion.  It was probably the first Baptist church in America. 
c. Shubal Stearns (1706-1771)—carried the Baptist message to Sandy Creek, No. Carolina and throughout South Carolina. 
e. Isaac Backus (1724-1806—left the Congregational Church to become a Baptist. He sought to separate church and state by ending taxes for religious support.  He helped found Rhode Island College (Brown University) in 1764 and served as a trustee from 1763-1799. 
The Baptists were of 2 types: “General” and “Particular.” General Baptists held, like the Arminians, that Jesus died for all mankind.  Particular Baptists believed in orthodox Calvinism, that Jesus died only for those who were predestined to be saved (the elect).  Both types were found in Providence. Baptist groups surfaced in every colony most of which were General Baptists.  But with the arrival of the Great Awakening with its Calvinistic moorings, the Particular Baptists far surpassed the others (Gonzalez)

4. Quakers of Pennsylvania

a. William Penn (1644-1718)—Quakers appeared in Boston in 1656 but were not welcomed by the New England Puritans (Quaker separation of church and state; doctrinal indifference).  To pay a debt owed to the family, Charles II, in 1681, gave Penn control of Pennsylvania which the latter made a haven for the oppressed of any faith. The result was many sects found a home in Pennsylvania.
b. German  Mennonites—in 1683, these settled in Germantown, near Philadelphia. 
c. Moravians—after a short residence in Ga. (1735-1740), they settled in Pennsylvania (Bethlehem and environs). Zinzendorf visited in 1741. 
d. Lutherans and Henry Muhlenberg (1711-87)—Lutheranism was present in Dutch NY (New Amsterdam) and among Swedes along the Delaware River, but it was Muhlenberg in 1742ff who gave it formal organization. In 1748 a Lutheran Synod was formed. By the time of the Revolution there were ca. 75,000 Lutherans in Pennsylvania and the middle colonies.
5. Presbyterians—in the first half of the 1600s Scottish Presbyterians were brought into northern Ireland by James I in order to quell the “wild and wooly” Irish. These “Scotch-Irish” migrated to the colonies after 1710 because of English trade laws which discriminated against them (200,000 by 1750). 
a. Migration to the colonies--some went to New Jersey and New York (Ulster and Orange Cntys); others to central and western PA (Pittsburgh); and still others to the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.
b. Francis Makemie (1658-1708)—the virtual father of American Presbyterianism, he came to America in 1683.  By 1706 he had organized a presbytery in Phila. and in 1716 the first synod of the colonies. The synod in 1729 adopted the Westminster Confession of Faith as its standard.  The Presbyterians ranked with the Anglicans, Congregationalists, and Baptists as the largest churches in the colonies at this time. 
6. Methodists

a. Beginnings in America—Methodism was introduced in Maryland by Robert Strawbridge, and in New York by Philip Embury and Captain Webb after 1760.  In 1768 John Wesley sent Richard Boardman and Joseph Pilmoor as official missionaries. 
b. Francis Asbury (1745-1816)—he came in 1771 as a legendary circuit rider.  When Methodism was formally organized in the colonies in 1784, he became the first bishop. It was he who developed the Methodist system of circuit riders to minister to the scattered settlers.  
These various churches arising out of the Reformation and employing England as a bridge came to America during the first 150 years of the colonial experiment. Except for a while in Maryland and the middle colonies, an established church held sway until the American Revolution (Cairns).  
II. Education in the Colonies
A. An Early Concern—education was needed so that the individual could read his Bible and so that leaders for the church and state could be trained. In this the colonists were reflecting the concerns of the Reformers Luther and Calvin.  The Geneva Bible of 1560 had first place in the curricula and institutions of early America. Classical education as an aid to the knowledge of the Bible took a second but useful place.
B. Vocational Education—this took the form of apprenticeships after the example of those in England where one learned under the tutorship of a master. 
C. Elementary and Secondary Education—in the north, elementary education was the concern of the government, but in the south, wealthy families obtained the services of a private tutor. Secondary schools were known as Latin or grammar schools designed to prepare students for the university by grounding them in the classical languages. The colleges aimed at providing both civic and religious leaders. 
D. University Education
1. Harvard 1636—Congregationalists sought to advance learning and secure a literate ministry. The main end of life and study was to know God and his Son Christ as the only foundation of learning. 
2. William and Mary 1693—in Williamsburg, Va., founded for the “breeding of good ministers by Anglicans. 
3. Yale 1710—to give youth a “Liberal and Religious Education” so that churches would have sound leaders (Congregationalists). 
4. Log College 1726—set up by Presbyterian William Tennent Sr. (1673-1746) near Philadelphia (actually nearer to Furlong, Pa.) to educate his sons and other boys for the ministry.  
5. Princeton (College of N.J.) 1746—Jonathan Dickinson in 1746 secured a charter to continue the efforts of the “Log College.” This became the College of New Jersey and moved to Princeton, becoming known as Princeton  University.(Presbyterian) 
6. Columbia (Kings College) 1754—came into existence by royal charter as an Anglican school. 
7. Brown (Rhode Island College) 1764—began as a school to teach religion and the sciences without sectarian commitments; it came to be known as Brown University. (Baptist)
8. Dartmouth 1764—founded to educate Indians. 
9. Rutgers 1825

10. Haverford 1833—Quaker school
Each of these was established to provide godly leaders in the church and in the state. 

III. The Great Awakening

A. The Nature of Revivals

Revivals or events of renewal generally occurred in times of crisis to bring believers to repentance for their sins and to engage in a godly walk, witness, and work (Cairns).  Often they were spontaneous, arising in different places at the same times.  They usually brought about more godly churchgoers and new believers who lived godly lives in home and at work. The Great Awakening was a series of simultaneous spontaneous, unorganized, rural or village congregational awakenings led by godly pastors such as Jonathan Edwards (Cairns). These are not unique events. Cf. Finney (1830-31); Yale (1802); Cane Ridge Camp Meeting (1801); etc. 
B. The Calvinistic Great Awakening

1. Dutch Reformed Theodore Frelinghuysen 1641-1748)—this revival under his preaching stimulated earnest moral and spiritual life among the people. 
2. Presbyterians Gilbert Tennent (1703-64) and William Tennent, Jr. (1705-77)—influenced by Frelinghuysen, the Tennents became “fiery evangelists of revival among the Scotch-Irish in the middle colonies.” 
3. Congregationalist Jonathan Edwards (1703-58)—a staunch Calvinist, trained at Yale, he was convinced of the need for a personal experience of conversion. His preaching brought revival spontaneously in 1734 and reached its high point by 1740, having spread throughout New England. Cf. his sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” (1741). 
4. Calvinistic Methodist George Whitefield (1714-70)—his preaching in New England and up and down the east coast was attended with great responses. Many were led to experiences of salvation. 
5. Samuel Davies (1723-61)—a Presbyterian leader in revival preaching in the South (Hanover County, Va.).  Revival had broken out in Samuel Morris’s reading of religious literature to his neighbors in his “reading house.”  (Cairns). 
6. Shubal Stearns (1706-71) and Daniel Marshall—leaders of Baptist revivals in the South (No. Carolina) emphasizing strong emotion.
7. Devereux Jarratt—an Episcopalian minister championing revivalistic preaching among the southern Methodists. 

C. The Results of the Revival 

1. Increase in Church Members—30 to 40 thousand people and 150 new churches in New England out of a population of 300 thousand; the southern and middle colonies experienced an influx of thousands more.  
2. Higher moral tone in home, work, and amusements

3. Colleges started to provide ministers for many new congregations

4. Missionary work was spurred—e.g., David Brainerd; many, especially Baptists and Methodists, were led to the Western frontier to evangelize and plant churches. 
5. Social work—e.g., Whitefield’s orphanage

6. Schisms over the revival movements

a. Old Lights vs. New Lights—in New England the Congregationalists split into orthodox and liberals, out of which came Chauncy’s Unitarians 

b. Old Side vs. New Side—debate among the Presbyterians in the middle colonies over revivalism and the licensing to preach of untrained ministers. 
c. Dutch Reformed of New Jersey and the Baptists of the South split over attitudes to revivalism

7. Consciousness of political unity developed in the 13 colonies that paved the way for the United States. 

IV. The Impact of the American Revolution

A. The Attitude of the Churches toward the Revolution

1. Anglicans

a. New England—generally loyal to England

b. Virginia and southern colonies—upheld the Revolution

c. Maryland and middle colonies—about equally divided 

2. Methodists—accused of disloyalty to the Revolution because John Wesley was a Tory and supported the ruling English king. 

3. Quakers, Mennonites, and Moravians—supported the patriots but their pacifist convictions made them non-participants in the war.

4. Congregationalists, Baptists, Lutherans, Roman Catholics, and Presbyterians endorsed the Revolution. These reasoned that a political covenant modeled on the idea of a church covenant required the consent of the people as necessary to the setting up of any state.  The ruler cannot violate this contract or act contrary to God’s laws and not expect the people to revolt.  This the ministers and educators taught in their sermons and lectures. 
B. Rejection of Any Established Church (Disestablishment)—endorsement of the right to a free exercise of religion.  Separation of church and state was secured.
1. Maryland and New York during the Revolution

2. Virginia in 1786 through the efforts of Jefferson

3. New Hampshire in 1817

4. Connecticut in 1818

5. Massachusetts in 1833

C. Laymen Assumed Support of the Church—this was true of its governance as well as the financial support of the pastor and church facilities. 
D. Churches Created National Organizations

1. Methodist Episcopal Church 1784

2. Protestant Episcopal Church 1789

3. Presbyterian National General Assembly 1788-1789

4. Dutch Reformed national church 1792

5. German Reformed 1793
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