LESSON #29
THE TRIUMPHS AND DEFEATS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
The American Church in the 19th Century
Introduction

The rise of Deism introduced to the US from Britain and Europe led to the dissipation of the vibrant Christianity secured by the First Great Awakening.  Students at Yale pursued gambling, profanity, vice, and drunkenness in imitation of the deists and infidels of the French Revolution.  This was countered by the impact of the Second Great Awakening which was followed by many other revivals in the course of the 19th century. 
I. The Second Great Awakening and Effects
A. Revivals

1. Second Awakening began at Hampden-Sidney College in Virginia in 1787.  It spread to Washington College and then throughout the South.  

2. At Yale in 1802 under President Timothy Dwight (1752-1817) revival occurred leading to the conversion of a third of the student body.  Dwight’s scholarly messages on the Bible and unbelief destroyed the shallow infidelity of the students.  This revival spread to Dartmouth, Williams, and other colleges. Another awakening at Yale came later. The eastern revivals began in colleges.
3. Revivals occurring on the frontier. These were more emotional and less intellectual.  Frontier areas of Kentucky and Tennessee were areas affected. 
a. Cane Ridge, KY 1801—the most famous revival; Presbyterian; involved ca. 10,000; accompanied with strange physical phenomena—falling, jerking, rolling, dancing, barking. 

b. Peter Cartwright (1785-1872)—Methodist; effective; used physical confrontation with opponents.
4. Charles Grandison Finney (1792-1875)—a lawyer converted at age 29, he taught a kind of “Arminianized Calvinism.”  He emphasized the place of human effort in obeying divine laws to promote religious awakenings. He employed what was called “new measures” evangelism—direct and public pressure, often by name, on individuals to secure immediate decision and conversion.  He stressed the moral government of God, the ability of people to repent and make themselves new hearts, and the perfectibility of human nature and society. The Christian life was to be taken up with social reform, thus establishing the millennial kingdom of God on earth. 
5. Asahel Nettleton (1783-1844)—Congregational Calvinist evangelist who served as an itinerant pastor; would stay a month in a church holding meetings, counseling, and visiting in homes. Critical of Finney. 

6. Laymen’s Revival (a.k.a. the Prayer Meeting Revival)—noon prayer meetings in NYC begun among businessmen by Jeremiah Lanphier in 1857-58 turned into a general religious awakening which spread throughout the East and then to Midwestern cities. Aided by the telegraph and the YMCA, thousands began meeting for prayer and witness. This spilled over into the churches so that perhaps a million were added to the churches. 
7. Confederate Army revival—in 1863 and 1864 revival and conversions of approximately 100,000 occurred; Army churches were set up. 
8. Dwight L. Moody (1837-1899)—was a shoe salesman who became an urban revivalist.  He was converted by his Congregationalist SS teacher, went to Chicago and began street evangelism.  He started a SS in Chicago’s slums, went to England with singer Ira Sankey preaching to enormous crowds, and returned to the US as a famous revivalist in great demand. He conducted revivals in Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Chicago and Boston. He was instrumental in establishing mass evangelism practices in urban centers outside the churches using great public halls. He helped organize the Chicago Evangelization Society out of which came Moody Bible Institute in 1889. 
9. Others in Moody’s train—R.A. Torrey; Gypsy Smith; Billy Sunday; and Billy Graham. 

B. Some Effects

1. Divisions in churches

a. Cumberland Presbyterians—formed in 1810 in dispute over the ordination of men without the proper educational qualifications. They used the camp meeting, circuit system, and revivalism.  
b. The Campbellites—under the leadership of the Scotch-Irish Presbyterian emigre (1807) Thomas Campbell (1763-1854) and his son Alexander, this group proclaimed a non-creedal faith, communion solely for their own group, baptism by immersion, and second coming expectation. Separating from the Baptist (1830), they became known as Disciples; then (1832) joined with Barton Stone’s followers the Christians and came to be known as the Disciples of Christ or Christian Church.
c. Barton W. Stone (1772-1844)—leader in the Cane Ridge Revival; gave up belief in “presbyteries” and adopted baptism by immersion; found common ground with Alexander Campbell—the 2 groups merged. 
d. Unitarians—first formed in 1785 when members of King’s Chapel, Boston, voted to omit all mention of the trinity from the service. Unitarian Henry Ware was appointed to Hollis chair of divinity at Harvard in 1805; Andover Seminary formed in 1808 to protest this appointment. Wm. E. Channing preached sermon in 1819 in Baltimore advocating Unitarianism; sermon became basis for over 100 Unitarian churches that then appeared in Boston and throughout New England. They taught the goodness of man, salvation by character culture, unity of God, humanity of Christ, and the immanence of God in the human heart.
2. Morals Improvement 
(1) Drunkenness and profanity restrained

(2) Godly conduct increased

3. Prayer meeting and Sunday schools established—midweek prayer meetings; Sunday school begun in a home in Va. in 1787 and then in 1790 in a church in Philadelphia caught on. 
4. New colleges and seminaries formed between 1780 and 1830 (Presbyterian and Congregationalist)—Andover Seminary (1808); Princeton Seminary (1812); Auburn; Bangor (the latter 2 to combat Unitarianism). 

5. Missions

a.  American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (1810)—result of “haystack prayer meeting” at Williams College. Liberia chosen as home for freed black slaves from US. 

b. Mighty tide of missionary work followed—Adoniram Judson (1725-1850) to Burma;  Titus Coan (1801-82) to Hawaii; Sheldon Jackson to frontier with a portable church; the Whitemans (1802-47) to Oregon where massacred by the Indians. 

c. Non-denominational home and foreign missions established—Bible distribution by American Tract Society (1825) and American Bible Society (1816). 
(4) Weekly denominational religious papers began publishing. 

6. Women in Ministry

a   Phoebe Palmer (1807-74)—held Tuesday meetings in homes to seek a “second work” of sanctified perfection.  She helped organize camp meetings to promote holiness, was a stimulus for the prayer revival of 1857-58, was the first woman to lead Methodist class meetings (1839), and was instrumental in setting up the Five Points Mission in the Bowery in 1858. 
b.   Amanda Smith (1837-1915)—a black evangelist who labored in India (1879-1881) and Liberia (1882-1890).

c.  Isabella Bomefree (Sojourner Truth, ca. 1797-1883)—former slave who became itinerant preacher supporting both abolition and women’s rights.

d.  Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-96)—famous for Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) which became a powerful support for abolition. 

e.  Frances Willard (1839-98)—she opposed the use of liquor; she presided over the Women’s Christian Temperance Union 1879-1893 and the international WCTU from 1894-1898. Was an educator and forerunner of what later was known as the social gospel. 
II. Social Reforms
A. Dueling—revivalism and pulpit condemnation increasingly put an end to dueling with pistols or swords.  

B. Debtors’ Prison—the church’s interest in social reform slowly ended imprisonment for debt and spurred prison reform. 
C. Temperance—Benjamin Rush in 1784 called on the churches to support a temperance movement based on total abstinence. Methodists demanded their members neither sell nor use intoxicants and were followed in this by Presbyterians and Congregationalists.  The Women’s Christian Temperance Union (1874) and the Anti-Saloon League (1895) promoted abstinence. This ultimate led to the 18th Amendment in 1920 which prohibited liquor sales.
D. Black Churches and Segregation—in the colonial era blacks were able to worship from the gallery in white churches. In 1787 blacks in the St. George Methodist Episcopal Church were forced out. Richard Allen (1760-1831), a black man who purchased his freedom and became a Methodist circuit rider, led them out to form what ultimately became the African Methodist Episcopal Church (1816). This denomination grew to 20,000 in 1856 and to more than 3.5 million in 1994. Blacks have favored Methodist and Baptist Churches ever since.  After the Civil War and Reconstruction the South feared the black population and established segregation and the Ku Klux Klan.  The rights and power of blacks were restricted and in 1892, the U.S. Supreme Court approved segregation which allowed local laws to mandate that public services and facilities be separated along racial lines. The “separate but equal” mantra was used to exclude blacks from public places, the right to vote, and to acquire a good public education (Jim Crow Laws). Southern churches promoted racist teachings and practices. This gave rise to various black denominations.  Northern churches—particularly Presbyterian and Methodist churches—began work among blacks in the South. But the North was not exempt from prejudice and segregation either. Black cohesion in the face of this prejudice would be the backbone of the struggle for civil rights a hundred years later. 
E. Slavery—anti-slavery efforts in the first half of the 19th c. forced churches to face the issue. E.g., Congregationalists between 1726-1830 spoke against slavery to ameliorate its conditions. Quakers sought to persuade slave owners to free their slaves (cf. John Woolman’s Journal, 1756-72).  Lane Seminary in Cincinnati became an anti-slavery center with student Theodore Weld (1803-1895) as leader.  When school authorities acted to ban the movement, the students moved to Oberlin College. The abolition movement grew, embracing William L Garrison, Harriet Beecher Stowe (Uncle Tom’s Cabin), and Jonathan Blanchard, later president of Wheaton College. 
F. Church Splits—occurred because of attempts by several denominations to end slavery. 
1. The Wesleyan Methodist Church was formed in 1843 on the basis of no slave ownership after many withdrew from the Methodist Episcopal Church in opposition to slavery. 
2. The Southern Baptist Convention was organized in 1845 because of Northern Baptist opposition to slavery.

3. The Methodist Episcopal Church, South was founded in 1845 over the same issue (support for slavery)

4. Segregation continued until the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which ended it.  
III New Religious Sects 
Heterodox sects appeared on both the frontier and in the cities.
A. The Oneida Community—founded by Joseph H. Noyes (1811-1886), it taught sinless perfection, millennialism, socialism, and “complex marriage” which led to free love. (Cf. later Oneida Silverware). 
B. Mormonism and Joseph Smith (1804-1844)—

1. The Book of Mormon supposedly translated from Gold Plates found in Palmyra, NY. 

2. He and followers settled in Kirtland, Ohio (1831-1837), then Independence, Mo. when driven out, then to Nauvoo, Ill., where Smith’s advocacy of polygamy led to his death by his enemies (1844). 

3. The movement was taken over by Brigham Young (1801-1877) who moved the Mormons to Salt Lake City, Utah, in 1846-1848.  
4. Beliefs

a. tithing of members is required

b. young men at 18 are required to give 2 yrs. to global missionary effort.

c. an offshoot of this group is known as the Reorganized Church of Latter-day Saints located in Independence, Mo. They expect a future utopia. 

d. the Book of Mormon is accorded equal authority along with the Bible

e. they expect an earthly Zion, though Jesus has no rightful place as Lord and Savior in their theology.

f. living persons are baptized for the dead
g. until outlawed, polygamy was widely practiced to have a large posterity in the future world. 

C. Seventh-day Adventists and William Miller (1782-1849)

Miller was a farmer who studied the Bible zealously, attempting to set dates for Christ’s return

1. His study of Daniel and Revelation convinced him that Christ would return after 2,300 years (Dan. 8:14) from Ezra’s return to Jerusalem in 457 B.C., i.e., in 1843! 

2. Failure to return led to persecution of his followers by those in the churches.  The followers organized themselves into the Adventist denomination (1860). 

3. Christ’s non-appearance was explained by Hiram Edson with the theory that the sanctuary to which Christ came in 1843 was the heavenly sanctuary, not the earthly one. 

4. Ellen G. White (1827-1915) superseded Miller as the major leader of the sect. 

5. Main beliefs—Saturday is the correct day of rest; the soul sleeps between death and resurrection; the wicked will be annihilated, not endure endless punishment. 
D. Spiritualism 

Spiritualist mediums purport to communicate with the dead. It is especially appealing to those who have lost loved ones by death.  Losses from war especially invigorates the cult’s appeal. 

E. Christian Science and Mary Baker Eddy (1821-1910)

1. Eddy suffered from spells of hysteria and neurotic tendencies. 
2. She met P.P. Quimby in 1862 who taught healing by mental assent to the truth that denied the reality of both illness and matter. 

3. She took up this “new science” from Quimby’s manuscripts and imparted these truths to followers in a series of lessons. She published her Science and Health in 1875 and accorded it an authority alongside the Bible.  

4. The Christian Science Assn. was formed in 1876 and was granted a state charter in 1879 under the title “The First Church of Christ, Scientist.” of Boston.
5. Beliefs include the unreality o9f matter, evil, and sickness.  These are merely delusions of the senses; God is all and all is God; recognizing this oneness with God or good, will free one from both evil and sickness. 

6. The cults New Thought and Unity are similar and owe much to Eddy as she to Quimby. 

F. Jehovah’s Witnesses and Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916)


Founder of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, he came to reject traditional Christian doctrines such as the Trinity, the resurrection of Christ, the existence of hell.  
1. Christ is a created and exalted being

2. Jesus was not God incarnate

3. Christ had returned spiritually to earth in 1874, and Russell was Christ’s end-time messenger. 
4. Believers are required to preach judgment to the nations and await God’s defeat of Satan at the battle of Armageddon. The end of all things would come in 1914. 

5. After Russell’s death in 1916, Joseph Franklin “Judge” Rutherford, 1869-1942, became the leader of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. He grew up a Baptist, became a lawyer, and became associated with Russell in 1894 and joined the group in 1906. Under his leadership, the group became highly organized, dogmatic, disciplined bureaucracy. 

6. Only 144,000 will attain heavenly glory; the remainder have to be content with eternal life on earth. 

7. Belief in the sacredness of life and refusal to imbibe blood, requires a rejection of both military service and blood transfusions. 

8. Salvation by works is attained by their preaching and missionary work. 

IV. Urban Evangelism and Relief
A. Increased Industrialization—during and after the Civil War there was increased need for labor in the mills, mines and factories.
1. Increased immigration—this provided the necessary manpower, mainly people from southern and eastern Europe after 1890. 

2. This led to astonishing growth in the cities such as Chicago and Detroit (over 2 million Irish Roman Catholics between 1840 and 1870; 2 million Germans). 

a. Roman Catholic growth—John Carroll (1735-1815), 1st American Catholic bishop, set up a boys school to train priests which later became Georgetown University.  Other institutions—Sisters of Charity of Saint Joseph (1809); Catholic University of America (founded with the help of John Ireland (1838-1918); Catholic Parochial Schools;
b. Rural to city migration—young people migrating to the cities became isolated from their rural churches, neglected their religious life, and settled into the anonymity of city life. 

c. Secularism—material success brought with is an indifference to spiritual life. This was reinforced by the increasing acceptance of evolution and the naturalistic ideology that went with it. 

B. City Rescue Missions—formed to meet these needs

1. Many were founded as early as 1850

2. Water Street Mission opened in 1872—led by Jerry MacAuley (1839-84)

3. Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago, 1877

4. Major goals—aid to tenement families; opposition to gambling, drinking, vice; physical care for the outcasts; aggressive evangelism.
C. Social Services
1. Orphanages, missions, hospitals, homes for the aged; agencies for the poor, homeless, and diseased. 

2, The YMCA and YWCA—first appeared in Boston in 1851; provided lodging, exercise, Bible study, social activities for men.  Similar needs of women were met in 1866. These drew support from Christians of various denominations.

3. The institutional church—some churches such as Park Church in Elmira, N.Y. sought in 1872 to provide for the needs of the entire life of the person (gymnasiums, libraries, dispensaries, lecture rooms, social rooms, sewing rooms, auditoriums, etc.), his/her physical, social, mental, and spiritual needs. Cf. Temple University, Phila., which developed from Russell H. Conwell’s Baptist Temple which had adopted such practices in 1891.  Cf. also Calvary Baptist Church in NYC. 

4. Goodwill Industries—originated in the church of Edgar J. Helms (1836-1942) in Boston soon after 1900. This provided employment for the poor and aged who repaired discarded articles to be resold to the needy.
5. Salvation Army—appeared in America shortly after its initiation in England.  It sought to meet the social as well as religious needs.  It employed street meetings, social settlements, homes, nurseries, etc., for the poor and outcasts. 
6. Social Gospel—based on the liberal theology of the fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man, attention was turned away from the salvation of the individual to focus on the bearings of Christian teaching on the economic life of the state in order to bring the kingdom of God to earth. Some proponents:--
a. Washington Gladden (1836-1918)—Christian ethics should be enforced by the State. 

b. Charles Sheldon (1857-1946)—author of In His Steps (1897) which attempted to show what the social outcome might be if all acted as Christ did in daily life. 

c. Walter Rauschenbusch (1861-1918)—a German Baptist teaching at Rochester Theological Seminary.  He became America’s foremost social gospel exponent.  He sought to realize the kingdom of God on earth by economic as well as political democracy. He advocated unions, government intervention, and a mild socialism. He urged profit sharing and opposed laissez-faire capitalism. His views were merely the application of liberal theology to the social and economic spheres of life. 
D. Theological Liberalism
1. Darwinism—this theory drawn from England seemed to contradict the stories of creation in Genesis and created much popular consternation. It undermined the teaching of special creation of man by God. 

2. Biblical criticism—studies in Germany and, to a lesser extent, in England appeared to undermine the Bible’s authority and inerrancy.  Doubts were raised about the historical authenticity of many, if not most, of the books of the Bible.  The miraculous was rejected out of hand.
3. Evolutionary optimism—at the same time great optimism prevailed regarding man’s developing capabilities leading, it was thought, to a new age of joy, freedom, justice, peace, and abundance. 

4. Protestant liberalism—arose as an attempt to couch Christianity in the mold of these new ideas.  For many in this movement, Christianity and the Bible wee little more than another man-made religion and one great book among many others of equal value. 
Conclusion

These various currents, clashes. and challenges of thought and practice will be carried into the 20th and 21st centuries as Evangelicals continue to struggle against colossal unbelief and indifference.  Some responses are dead ends; others bear significant promise.  How shall we respond to the challenges of these new centuries? 

PAGE  
1

