
“The Newborn King Reigns”
Matthew 3:1-12



I. John the Baptist

A. His Birth

B. His Mission



Luke 1:16

And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to 

the Lord their God.



Isaiah 29:13

“Then the Lord said, “Because this people draw 

near with their words And honor Me with their lip 

service, But they remove their hearts far from 

Me, And their reverence for Me consists of 

tradition learned by rote.”



Luke 1:17

It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in 

the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 

the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient 

to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready 

a people prepared for the Lord.”



Malachi 4:5,6

Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet 

before the coming of the great and terrible day of 

the Lord.  He will restore the hearts of the fathers 

to their children and the hearts of the children to 

their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the 

land with a curse.”



Isaiah 40:4,5

Let every valley be lifted up,

And every mountain and hill be made low;

And let the rough ground become a plain,

And the rugged terrain a broad valley;

Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed,

And all flesh will see it together

Luke 3:6

“And all flesh will see the salvation of God”



I. John the Baptist

A. His Birth

B. His Mission

C. His Message

1. The Kingdom of Heaven



Isaiah 9:6,7

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given 

to us;  And the government will rest on His 

shoulders; And His name will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 

Father, Prince of Peace.  There will be no end to 

the increase of His government or of peace,

On the throne of David and over his kingdom,

To establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

righteousness From then on and forevermore.



Daniel 2:34,35

You continued looking until a stone was cut 

out without hands, and it struck the statue on 

its feet of iron and clay and crushed them….
But the stone that struck the statue became a great 

mountain and filled the whole earth.



Daniel 2:44

In the days of those kings the God of heaven will 

set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, 

and that kingdom will not be left for another 

people; it will crush and put an end to all these 

kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. 



I. John the Baptist

A. His Birth

B. His Mission

C. His Message

1. The Kingdom of Heaven

2. Repentance



“Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a 

sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and 

apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, 

with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto 

God, with full purpose of and endeavor after new 

obedience.”  - Westminster Shorter Catechism



I. John the Baptist

A. His Birth

B. His Mission

C. His Message

1. The Kingdom of Heaven

2. Repentance

D. His Confusion



Matthew 11:2,3

Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the 

works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples 

and said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or 

shall we look for someone else?”



“True repentance never exists except in 

conjunction with faith, while on the other hand, 

wherever there is true faith, there is also real 

repentance. The two are but different aspects of 

the same turning--a turning away from sin in the 

direction of God...The two cannot be separated; 

they are simply complementary parts of the same 

process.”       - Louis Berkhof



“The sure test of the quality of any supposed change of 

heart will be found in its permanent effects. 'By their fruits 

you shall know them' is as applicable to the right method 

of judging ourselves as of judging others. Whatever, 

therefore, may have been our inward experience, whatever 

joy or sorrow we may have felt, unless we bring forth 

fruits meet for repentance, our experience will profit us 

nothing. Repentance is incomplete unless it leads to 

confession and restitution in cases of injury; unless it 

causes us to forsake not merely outward sins, which others 

notice, but those which lie concealed in the heart; unless it 

makes us choose the service of God and live not for 

ourselves but for Him. There is no duty which is either 

more obvious in itself, or more frequently asserted in the 

Word of God, than that of repentance.” – Charles Hodge 



“We are living in a day and age where man is 

taught to think good thoughts, high thoughts, 

wonderful thoughts about himself.” 



I'm afraid many so-called fundamental/ evangelical 

churches and preachers have fallen into the trap of 

teaching this mushy self-worth propaganda that 

seeks to camouflage itself in robes of charity and 

tolerance. Churches and preachers alike are 

abandoning their God-called purpose of holding up 

the mirror of God's Word and graphically revealing 

to man what he really looks like in the sight of a 

holy God. The missing message in modern-day 

preaching is the Biblical doctrine of repentance, 

where a sinner is convinced and convicted of his 

exceeding sinfulness and lost condition.”



“When grace introduces us to repentance, the two 

of us become best friends. When anything else 

introduces us to repentance, it feels like the 

warden has come to lock us up. But when grace 

gets involved, the truths of repentance reveal a 

fabulous world of life-freeing beauty.”




