
“The Authority of Jesus”
Matthew 8:23-34



“the crowds were amazed at His teaching, for he 

was teaching them as one having authority, and 

not as their scribes.” 



John 2:18

The Jews then said to Him, “What sign do You 

show us as your authority for doing these 

things?”



"Ultimately why I left is that the Christian God 

demands that you submit to his will. In Wicca, it's 

just the other way around. Your will is 

paramount. We believe in gods and goddesses, 

but the deities we choose to serve are based on 

our wills.“  - Morninghawk Apollo



I. The Authority of Jesus Makes Us Secure

A. Disciples Taken by Storm



Mark 4:38

“Teacher, do you not care that 

we are perishing?”   
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Mark 4:35,36

On that day, when evening came, He said to 

them, “Let us go over to the other side.” Leaving 

the crowd, they took Him along with them in the 

boat, just as He was; and other boats were with 

Him.
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Mark 5:14,15

Their herdsmen ran away and reported it in the 

city and in the country. And the people came to 

see what it was that had happened.  They came to 

Jesus and observed the man who had been demon-

possessed sitting down, clothed and in his right 

mind, the very man who had had the “legion”; and 

they became frightened.



Mark 5:18-20

As He was getting into the boat, the man who had 

been demon-possessed was imploring Him that he 

might accompany Him. And He did not let him, 

but He said to him, “Go home to your people and 

report to them what great things the Lord has done 

for you, and how He had mercy on you.”  And he 

went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis 

what great things Jesus had done for him; and 

everyone was amazed.



Matthew 10:1

Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave 

them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them 

out, and to heal every kind of disease and every 

kind of sickness.
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“The fundamental basis of all Christian missionary 

enterprise is the universal authority of Jesus Christ, “in 

heaven and on earth.”  If the authority of Jesus were 

circumscribed on earth, if He were but one of many 

religious teachers, one of many Jewish prophets, one of 

many divine incarnations, we would have no mandate to 

present Him to the nations as the Lord and Savior of the 

world.  If the authority of Jesus were limited in heaven, if 

He has not decisively overthrown the principalities and 

powers, we might still proclaim Him to the nations, but we 

would never be able to “turn them from darkness to light, 

and from the power of Satan unto God” (Acts 26:18).  Only 

because all authority on earth belongs to Christ dare we go 

to all nations.  And only because all authority in heaven as 

well is His have we any hope of success.”   - John Stott




