


Jonah 3

“The Big City”




“Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him,
saying, “ Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” But he
answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks
for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of
the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth. The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment
with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at
the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater
than Jonah is here.” - Matthew 12:38-41



‘Q. 76 What is repentance unto life?

A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, wrought in the
heart of a sinner by the Spirit and word of God, whereby
out of the sight and sense, not only of the danger, but also
of the filthiness and odiousness of his sins, and upon the
apprehension of God’s mercy in Christ to such as are
penitent, he so grieves for and hates his sins, as that he
turns from them all to God, purposing and endeavouring
constantly to walk with him in all the ways of new
obedience.” - Westminster Larger Catechism



Are we quicker to excuse our wrongs
or to acknowledge them?



“The Big City”

1. The Big City and Jonah’s Repentance - 1-4

“So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh...” 3:3

2. The Big City and Nineveh’s Repentance - 5-9

“Let everyone turn from his evil way ...” 3:8

3. The Big City and God’s “Repentance” - 10
‘God relented of the disaster...” 3:10



“God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he
should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it?
Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?” - Numbers 23:19

“For | the LORD do not change; theretfore you, O children

of Jacob, are not consumed.” = Malachi 3:6

"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is
no variation or shadow due to change.” - James 1:17
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f at any time | declare concerning a nation or a kingdom,
that | will pluck up and break down and destroy it, and if
that nation, concerning which | have spoken, turns from its
evil, | will relent of the disaster that | intended to do to it.

And if at any time | declare concerning a nation or a
kingdom that | will build and plant it, and it it does evil in
my sight, not listening to my voice, then | will relent of the
good that | had intended to do to it.” - Jeremiah 18:7-10



Are we quicker to excuse our wrongs
or to acknowledge them?



